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INTRODUCTION. 

I. 

THE REYNARD STORIES IN GENERAL. 

Goethe's Reineke Fuchs is a noble representative 
of a dearly loved family which now lives in nearly every 
country on the globe. The ancestor whose popularity 
opened the way for the descendants to spread thus widely 
was a low-German poem called Reinke de Vos (^Reineke der 
Fuchs) y which became known in the last part of the fif- 
teenth century. Who wrote it is by no means certain, 
although many attempts have been made to find out. 
The author did not originate the story, but the form he 
put it in *' conquered the world." His version descended 
from a Flemish epic, Reinaert de Voss, which a certain 
Willem wrote about 1250. This poem narrates many of 
Reinhart's pranks and sins as we read them in Goethe, 
only at the end he is outlawed. In a fourteenth-century 
continuation of Reinaert de Voss, however, he becomes 
chancellor of the kingdom. Another famous rendering of 
the Reynard story, dating from the time of the Minne- 
singers and the Nibeiungenlied, was a middle-high-German 
poem commonly called Reinhart Fuchs. It was written 

V 



VI INTRODUCTIOK. 

about 1 1 80, by Heinrich der Gltchezare, probably a 
wandering musician. Only a few fragments of it exist 
now, and our knowledge of it is gained chiefly from a 
later version. Both this and Willem's poem, judging 
from the family resemblance, were related to the collec- 
tion of French tales known as the Roman de Renart, which 
grew up in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Besides all 
these there are several Latin animal poems written by 
monks. * 

Connected with this whole family are manifold puzzles 
which have been the delight and despair of students ever 
since the days of Jacob Grimm.* Only bare mention can 
be made of them here. 

One cause of a dispute, which patriotic considerations 
have rendered particularly heated, has been uncertainty as 
to whether Reynard is French or German. It is now ad- 
mitted that the family most probably descended from a 
French progenitor of the twelfth century. As to the an- 
cestry of the material used in the French original, which 
parts (if any) were invented by the author, which parts 
had grown up among the people as folk-tales, and which 
had a literary origin, opinions differ. A few years ago, 
before Grimm's theories were disproved, all the animal 
stories were thought to have been derived from an Indo- 
Germanic epic, which happened to have been preserved in 
Germany. Recent writers hold that most of them came 
to Germany and France from India and Greece, perhaps 
across Italy, and that largely through the clergy the 

^ Fuller information as to the different versions is given in the table 
on pp, viii-x. 
' See Bibliographical Note, p. xvii. 
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mediaeval German epic was developed from this Oriental 
germ. This explains very easily how some of -^Esop's 
fables came to be in Reineke Fuchs, and why the lion is 
king. 

Still, many of the stories in the Reynard cycle can be 
found in no earlier literature, and exist to-day among peo- 
ples whom Reineke Fuchs has never reached, as, for in- 
stance, in Finnish and negro folk-lore.* Attempts are 
constantly being made to discover which stories came from 
the folk- and which from fable-literature. 

The animals* names offer a broad field for research. It 
has been found that several of them, like Reinhart and 
Isegrim, were in common use before any written account 
of Reynard is known to have existed. Others, especially 
descriptive names like Nobel and Kantart, were added 
later. 

The satirical tone did not originally belong to the ani- 
mal tales ; they were at first merely entertaining. It was 
later, when every peasant began to see that in his own 
parish there was an Isegrim who, despite his cruelty and 
strength, could be outwitted by some tricky, amusing 
Reineke, that the stories grew to be an immensely popu- 
lar allegory. 

^ In reading Reineke Fuchs many will be reminded of some of the 
stories told by J. C. Harris; e.g., "Brother Wolf Says Grace" (cf. 
Reineke Fuchs, I. 60), in Nights with Uncle Remus; and " Mr. Fox 
goes a-hunting, but Mr. Rabbit bags the Game ** (cf. Reineke Fuchs, 
I. 96), in Uncle Renms, his Songs and his Sayings, 
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III. 

, GOETHE'S '* REINEKE FUCHS." 

''I hardly leave my tent; I am revising Reineke and 
studying optics/* wrote Goethe from the camp of the 
Weimar regiment. All Europe was at that time in a fer- 
ment over the French Revolution ; his friend, Duke Karl 
August, was afire with patriotism ; artillery thundered 
near his very tent. But it was a matter of indifference to 
Goethe whether monarchy was abolished or not. He was 
more interested in studying the life of the soldiers, investi- 
gating the "cannon -fever,'* and experimenting with rays 
of light. He wished, it is true, that the wrongs of the lower 
classes might be righted, but he was convinced that this 
could never be done through upheavals. Violence was 
always contrary to his nature, and the more so now that 
he had passed his own ''storm and stress" period. The 
wholesale bloodshed in France filled him with despair. It 
seemed to him that the Revolution was delaying the whole 
progress of mankind towards his ideal of peaceful culture ; 
that the world was "more bloodthirsty than ever before." 
Often he tried to shut it all out of his mind. " In order 
to be able to live at all," he wrote at one time, ** I en- 
deavor to put myself outside the spirit of the time." 

In turning Reineke Fuchs into hexameters he found great 
relief. The old poem had long been a favorite with him ; 
we know that for ten years he had owned a copy of Gott- 
sched's translation, with Everdingen's copperplates. He 
was now glad to turn from the streets and market-places 
of real life, and look into Reineke as a mirror where. 
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" although humanity is shown quite naturally in its honest 
brutishness, yet everything goes merrily, if not in an ex- 
emplary fashion, and the good humor is never once dis- 
turbed." Thus the old animal-tales which, like Faust, 
had been dear to the German folk during the Reforma- 
tion, rose as Faust did, only in a less degree, to new life 
and significance in modern times through Goethe's genius. 

At the time he accompanied Karl August and the 
Weimar regiment to Mainz, May, 1793, ^^^ twelve cantos 
were ready for revision. He had begun his version prob- 
ably in January, about the time he heard of the guillotin- 
ing of Louis XVI. The poem was first published in 1794. 

His rendering follows the low-German original closely ; 
the humor is especially well reproduced. It is about one- 
fourth longer, although actual additions are few. He used 
hexameters because, at that time, he was fond of them and 
felt that a direct rendering of the short-lined couplets of 
the old poem would be impracticable. He aimed to make 
the verses flow pleasantly, without strictly following the 
rules of Greek prosody, and most critics agree that he suc- 
ceeded well. Some, however, prefer Soltau's couplets. * 

The satire, as might have been expected, Goethe made 
more prominent than in the original. Some critics have 
blamed him for this ; in fact, though his version has been 
so much read and admired as to be almost a Volksbuchy 
yet some feel that the period of the French Revolution 
was an unfortunate time to publish such a poem.' Many 

* Soltau's version begins : 

** Es war an einem Maientag, 

Wie Blum* und Laub die Knospen brach; 

Die KrSuter sprossten; froh erklang 

Im Hain der VOgel Lobgesang.** 
' See Gervinus's criticism, p. 18. 
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of his contemporaries were highly indignant over this and 
his dramas written about the same time, and bitterly con- 
demned his entire attitude towards politics. On the other 
hand, it has frequently been warmly urged that Goethe 
really had the welfare of others as much at heart as most 
of the patriots of his day, and that he should not be 
blamed for failing to find in passing events the stimulus 
and food which he found in art and nature. 



IV. 
CRITICAL COMMENTS. 

(From Carlyle, "Early German Literature," in Critical and Mis- 
cellaneous Essays, Vol. II.) 

Among the Germans, Reineke Fuchs was long a House- 
book and universal Best-companion : it has been lectured 
on in Universities, quoted in Imperial Council halls; it 
lay on the toilette of princesses ; and was thumbed to 
pieces on the bench of the Artisan: we hear of grave 
men ranking it only next to the Bible. . . . 

It comes before us with a character such as can belong 
only to a very few ; that of being a true World's Book, 
which through centuries was ever)rwhere at home, the 
spirit of which diffused itself into all languages and all 
minds. These quaint, -^sopic figures have painted them- 
selves in innumerable heads. . . . 

Cunningly constructed, and not without a true poetic 
life, we must admit it to be : great power of conception 
and invention, great pictorial fidelity, a warm sunny tone 
of coloring, are manifest enough. It is full of broad, rus- 
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tic mirth : inexhaustible in comic devices ; a World- 
Saturnalia where Wolves tonsured into Monks, and nigh 
starved by short commons, Foxes pilgriming to Rome 
for absolution, Cocks pleading at the judgment -bar, make 
strange mummery. Nor is the wild Parody of Human 
Life without its meaning and moral : it is an air-pageant 
from Fancy's dream -grotto, yet wisdom lurks in it : as we 
gaze, the vision becomes poetic and prophetic. . . . 

And so, in that Apologue, we have still a mirror, though 
now tarnished and time-worn, of true, magic reality; 
and can discern there in cunning reflex, some image both 
of our destiny and our duty : for now, as then, Prudence 
is the only virtue sure of its reward, and Cunning tri- 

I 

umphs where Honesty is worsted; and now, as then, 
it is the wise man's part to know this, and cheerfully 
look for it, and cheerfully defy it. . . . The vehement, 
futile vociferation of Chanticleer : the hysterical prompti- 
tude and earnest profession and protestation of poor 
Lampe the Hare ; the thick-headed ferocity of Isegrim ; 
the sluggish, gluttonous opacity of Bruin : above all, the 
craft, the tact and inexhaustible, knavish adroitness of 
Reineke himself, are in strict accuracy of costume. . . . 

(From Dreyer, Abhandlung von dem Nutzen des trefiichen Gedichts 
Reinke de Voss^ . , . in Erklarung der teutschen Rechts Alter^ 
tkUmer,) 

I am interested in him as a lawyer, . . . who opens to 
us a treasure of German antiquities, who explains many 
legal customs, who gives unusual information about the 
old law-processes of our fatherland, who here brings out 
hidden things and there shows chances for further investi- 
gation. 
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(From Gervinus, Geschichte der detttschen Dicktung.) 

Goethe took this poem out of a period when the satire 
playfully displayed foolishness and badness magnified by 
the background of a childish, innocent age, and put it 
into a very different time, when the satire had to picture 
the wickedness of the present against the background of a 
vanished, golden past. 

(From Grimm's Reinhart Fuchs,) 

Goethe's poem bear strong testimony to the epic power 
which the story has when clothed in classic vgarments ; but 
it has often lost thereby its natural, simple directness. 

(From Herder's Nachlass, Vol. I.) 

[Reinhari Fuchs is] the first and greatest epopee of the 
German nation, which, in Goethe's happy hexameters, 
belongs in a peculiar manner still more to the Germans. 

(From the Life of Luther by Mathesius, first published at Ntim- 
berg in 1583.) 

Another time the doctor (Martin Luther) brought with 
him the low-German Rencke/uchs, which he praised as an 
excellent poem, and a vivid representation of court-life. 

V. 
THE LAST SEVEN CANTOS. 

The second part of Reineke Fuchs repeats the story of 
the first five cantos, with slightly different incidents. It 
contains many more passages which are objectionable to 
modem readers. 

Reineke, having regained the king's favor, provides 
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himself with shoes and wallet at the expense of his ene- 
mies, and sets off on his pilgrimage. Bellyn the ram and 
Lampe the hare he persuades to accompany him a short 
distance. He takes Lampe inside Malepartus, kills him, 
and sends his head tied in a wallet to the king, by the un- 
suspecting Bellyn. Nobel consequently has the ram 
killed, and receives the bear and the wolf into favor again 
(VI). Nobel, hearing further complaints of Reineke, 
prepares to besiege Malepartus. But Grimbart warns the 
fox, and together they set out for court (VII), convers- 
ing on the way about the sins of those in authority (VIII). 
At court Reineke silences his accusers, and in a descrip- 
tion of certain valuables stolen from him, he says, by Bellyn, 
so rouses the sympathy of the court that the king is about 
to send out search-parties. But Isegrim protests (IX, X), 
and demands that the case be decided by combat (XI). 
Through trickery Reineke wins, and Nobel, highly grati- 
fied, makes him his chancellor. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

The attractive editions of the Reynard-stories which 
constantly appear show how fond all people still are of 
"the secular world-Bible." Several of these are worth 
examining in connection with Goethe's poem ; for in- 
stance, "The History of Reynard the Fox," a free ren- 
dering of Caxton's version into verse by F. S. Ellis, with 
devices by Walter Crane (London, Nutt, 1894); ''The 
Most Delectable History of Reynard the Fox," Sir Henry 
Cole's version for children, with pictures by W. Frank 
Calderon (London, Macmillan, 1895) ; and *' Reynard 
the Fox, an early apologue of Renown," in verse based on 
Gothe's by J. S. Cobb, with Canton's illustrations (Bos- 
ton, Damrell & Upham, 1899). 

A standard edition of Caxton is that by Thoms, pub- 
lished by the Percy Society, 1844. 

Pictures of Reineke and his friends and enemies are 

countless, beginning perhaps with Vergil Solis and Jost 

Amman in the sixteenth century. It was Albert van Ever- 

dingen's copperplates in Gottsched's prose version of 

Reinke de Vos that attracted Goethe's attention to the old 

epic. Undoubtedly the best illustrations of all are Wilhelm 

von Kaulbach's, which appeared in a quarto edition of 

;cvU 



XViii BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

Goethe's Retneke Fuchs'm 1846. He succeeded so ad- 
mirably in giving human interest to the pictures without 
losing any of the animals* characteristics that they were 
immediately very popular. Eleven years later the Cottas 
began publishing them in a smaller edition. These pic- 
tures add greatly to the interest of the poem, especially 
with younger readers. Prints of the principal ones can be 
easily obtained. 

Information with regard to the age when the beast -epic 
developed can be obtained from W. Scherer's History of 
German Literature (New York, Scribner, 1886), Francke's 
History of German Literature (New York, Holt, 1901), 
or the richly illustrated Deutsche Litter aiurgeschichie by 
Konig (Bielefeld and Leipzig, 1895). Several biograpTiers 
of Goethe throw interesting light on his writing of Reineke 
Fuchs, as Baumgartner, Dflntzer, Goedeke, Grimm, Heine- 
mann, Lewes, Meyer, and Rosenkranz. 

Mature students who desire to follow up the various 
problems connected with the Tiersage will find in the 
writings of Jacob Grimm, Reinhart Fuchs, 1834, and 
Sendschreiben an Karl Lachmann uber Reinhart Fuchs, 
1840, expositions of the earlier, now discredited, theories. 
A good introduction to the modem views is given in 
Voigt's Ysengrimus (Halle, 1884) and the editions of 
Reinke de Vos\iy Prien (Halle, 1887), Schroder (Leipzig, 
1872), and Wolff (Stuttgart). Reissenberger's Reinhart 
Fuchs (Wien, 1888) and Biittner's Studien zu dem Roman 
de Renard und Reinhart Fuchs (Strassburg, 1891) are 
valuable. Other authorities are Martin, Sudre, Krohn, 
Paris, Hertzberg, Keller, and MOllenhoff. 

This list aims merely to be suggestive. Potvin's Z^ 
Roman du Renard (Paris, ;80i) gives 9, bibliography of 



:i: 
c 
{'■ 

p. 

'.i 
iric 



en: 
3ns' 
!ipzi: 



3b]f« 



BIBLIOGBAPHIGAL KOXE. XIZ 

versions and editions of fox-poems which had appeared in 
different languages up to that time. There is a good 
Goethe Bibliography by J. P. Anderson of the British 
Museum in J. Sime's Life of Goethe (London, W. Scott, 
1888). 
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€rjler <5efang* 

^fbiflftctt^ bad lieMid^e geft^ tear gelommen; c« grflntcti 

unb bltil)tcn 
gdb unb SBalb ; auf ^ilflcln unb ®5]^n, in 53Ufd^cn unb 

©edcn 
fibtcn cin frfil^Iic^cd 8tcb bic ncucrmuntcrtcn SSfigcI ; 
3fcbc SBicfc fpro^tc Don Slumcn in buftcnbcn Orttnbcn^ 
6 geftlid^ Inciter giftnjtc bcr ^immcl unb farbig bic grbc. 

5RobcI, bcr S5nig, tjcrf ammcit ben ©of^ unb [cine SJafallcn 
gilen gcrufcn l^erbei mit gro^cm (Seprfingc ; ba lommen 
SSicIe ftoljc ©cfcUcn Don alien ©eitcn unb gnbcn, 
giltle, bcr t ranic^, unb aWarf art, bcr ®S^er, unb atte bic S3cftcn, 

10 !iDenn bcr fionig gebenft mit alien feincn 53aroncn 
©of gu l^altcn in JJcict unb ^rac^t ; er Wgt ftc bcrufcn 
2111c miteinanbcr, [o gut bic ®ro§en ate ^Icincn* 
iRicmanb follte fe^Ien ! unb bcnnod^ fcl^Itc bcr cine, 
JRcincIc gud^d, bcr ©c^clm ! bcr Did bcgangcncn tJrcDcte 

IB C^albcn bc« ^of« fic^ cntl^iclt. ®o fd^cuct bad b5fc Ocioiffcn 
8ic^t unb 2:ag, c« fc^cutc bcr gu^d bic Dcrfammcltcn ©crrcn, 
SlQc fatten gu Ilagcn, cr l^attc ftc allc bclcibigt, 



^ Hetnef e ^nc^s. 

Uttb nur ©rimbart, ben ®ac^«, ben ©o^n bc» ©rubers, t)cr* 

fd^onf cr. 

Sfcgrim aber, ber ®oIf, begonn bie fitoflc ; t)on aUtn 
©einen SSettem nnb ©onncm, t)on alien greunben beglcitct, ao 
S^rat er i^or ben ^onig nnb fprac^ bie gerid^tltc^en SBorte : 
,,®nabigfter Sonig unb ^err ! oemel^niet meine S3ef(^»erben. 
gbcl feib ^l^r nnb gro| nnb e^renDotl, jebem ergeigt Qipc 
9ie(t)t nnb ©nabe: fo la^t Qud) benn and) bed ©c^obend erbar^ 

men^ 
©en ic^ Don SRemele guc^d mit grower ©d^anbe gelitten. 25 
3»ar ift aUe ber gret)cl fd^on lange jur ©prac^e getommen, 
ScL, ein S^ag »ar gefcfet, gn fd^Iic^ten folc^e 33ef(^»erben ; 
@r erbot fic^ jnm Sibc, boc^ balb befann er fi(^ anberd 
Unb entwifd^te bel^cnb nac^ feiner Jjcfte. !iDa« teiffen 
Sltte aWdnner gn tool^O bie l^ier nnb neben mir ftc^en. so 

^err ! ic^ fiJnnte bie !Crang[aI, bie mir ber Snbe bereitet^ 
3lii)t mit eilenben SBorten in t)ielen SBoc^en erjftl^Ien. 
aSUrbe bie geinwanb t)on ®ent, f tjiel anij i^rer gemac^t teirb^ 
Wit iu ^ergament, fie fa|te bie ©treic^e ni(^t alte, 
Unb id^ fc^meige boDon.'' as 

2U« nnn 3fegrim fo mit tranrigem 3D?nte gefprod^en^ 
5Erat ein §unbd^en l^ertjor, l^ie^ SBadfcrlod, rebte frang5fifd| 
aSor bem Slonig : loie arm e« geioefcn nnb nid^td il^m geblieben, 
2lte ein ©tudtd^en SBnrft in einem aSintergebUf c^e ; 
SReinele l^ab' and^ bad il^m gcnommcn! ^efet f prang an(^ ber 

^ater 40 

fringe iomig l^crtjor nnb fprad^ : ^grl^abner Oebieter, 
Sliemanb befd^»ere fid) mel^r, bag i^m ber Sofctoid^t fd^abe^ 
!Denn ber iliJnig atlein ! S^ fag' enc^, in biefcr ®cf ellfdjaft 
3^ft l^ier niemanb^ jnng ober alt, er fttrc^tet ben greoler 
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, ,211s id; Mnjufam, 
Kannf id; Kcirieten (Irafs, ec t)atte Sainpen beiin Ktagen." 



(Eriler (Sefang. 3 

46 2Kef|r al« &id) ! !Docl^ Sadcrlo^' Slagc wtfl tocntg bcbcutcn j 
©d^on finb 3a^rc t)orbet, feit bicfc ^ttttbcl gcft^c^cn : 
3Jiir gc^drtc bic S3Burft ! Qij folltc mi^ bamate bcfd^iDcrcn. 
^fagcn toax id) gegangcn ; auf mcittcm SBegc burt^fudftt* ic^ 
(Sine mmt in 3lad)t ; e« fc^lief bic aJJuUerin : fa^tc 

60 9Ja]^mi(J) cin 9Burft(i)Ctt, id| idUI e6 gefte^n; bod) Ijattc 3U bicfer 
SDSadcrto^ irgcnb cm JRcd^t, fo bonft cr'« mcmcr Semil^ung.'' 

Unb bcr ^antl^cr bcgann : „SBa^ ^etfcn ^fagcn unb ©ortel 
SBcnig rid^ten fie au« ; gcnug, ba^ libct ift ru^tbar. 
(Sr ift cin !5)icb, cin SHorbcr ! Q6) barf e^ f iil^ntidft be^auptcn ; 

55 3^a, e« iDiffcn'd bie §erren, cr itbet ieglidien grebel, 
9Ko(i)tcn bod} alte bie (gbfen, ia, fclbft ber cr^abene ^onig 
®ut unb gt)rc bertieren : cr ladjte, getuann' er nur ettua 
(Sincn ©iffen babci Don cinem fetten Sapaune. 
8agt cuc^ crjdl^fen, toie er fo itbel an Santpen, bem $afcn, 

60 ©eftem tl^at ; ^ier fte^t er, ber 3fiann, ber feinen Derfefete I 
{Reinefe ftcfite fic^ fromm unb toollf il)n atlertei SBcifen 
^ttrslid) Icl^ren, unb toa^ jum S*a:pfan nod^ ujciter ge^oret ; 
Unb fie fetten fid) gegeneinanber, begannen ba^ Credo. 
Slber JRcinele fonnte bie altcn Stiicfen nic^t laffcn ; 

e5 3nnerl^atb unfer^ fibnige^ grieb' unb freiem ©cleite 
^ielt er ?ampen gefagt mit feinen filaucn unb jerrte 
Sud ifc^ ben rebUd)en 3Kann, S^ torn bic ©trage gegangen, 
§orte beiber ©efang, ber, faunt begonnen, fd^on loieber 
gnbete, §ord^enb munberf id) ntid), bod) at^ id) l^ingulam, 

70 ^annf id) SReinefen ftrad^, cr l^atte dampen beim Sragen ; 
Sa, er \)atf xijvx geioig ba^ 8eben genommen, toofern id^ 
5Ki^t gum ©liidEe be« SBeg^ gefomnten tocire. ©a ftc^t er! 
©e^t bie ffiunben an il^m, bem frommen SJJanne, ben feiner 
3u befeibigen benft, Unb toilt e^ unfer ©ebieter, 

75 ©oflt il^r §erren e« teiben, ba^ fo be^ ^dnige^ griebe. 



4 ISitxntft S^dfs* 

©eitt ©cictt unb Sricf ijon cinem !Bicbc ijcr^e^nt toirb, 
D, fo tt)irb bcr ildnig unb fcinc ^inbcr nod^ i>atcn 
SSomurf I)5rcn ijon Scutcn, bic SRcd^t unb ©crc^tifllclt Kcbcn." 

Ofcflrim fagtc barauf : „©o totrb c« blcibcti, unb Ictbcr 
SBtrb ttn« SRcincIc nic toa« ®uted cr jcigcn. D ! %' cr so 
Satigc tot ; ba« toSrc ba^ Scftc fttr frtcblic^c 8cutc ; 
9lbcr tt)irb il^m bic^mal uxiitf)n, fo toirb cr in furgcm 
gtlld^c liH^niid^ bcrftdcn, bic nun c« am tocnigftcn glaubcn," 

JRcincIcnd 9icffc, bcr ©ad^^, nal^nt jcfet bic JRcbc, unb mutig 
(SpxatHf cr ju jRcincfcnS ^©cftcni, fo f alf d^ aud^ bicfcr bclannt 

toar. OS 

„9Ht unb toa^r, ^crr ^f^flrim I'' fagt cr, „bctt)cift pd^ bad 

©prid^toort : 
IJcinbce aJhtnb frommt fcltcn. ®o I)at aud^ toal^rltd^ mcin 

DI|cim 
gurcr SBortc fid^ nid^t gu gctroftcn, Dod^ ift c6 cin Scid^tc^. 
©itr' cr l^icr ant §ofc fo gut ate Qf)X, unb crfrcuf cr 
@id^ bc^ ^dnigc^ ®nabc, fo moc^f c« Qui) fid^cr gcrcucn, go 
35a^ Q^x fo I|5mifc{) gcfprod^cn unb attc ©cfd^id^tcn cmcucrt* 
3lbcr roa^ ^i^x iibcte an 9tcinclcn fcfbcr Dcritbct, 
iibcrgcl^t Q^x ; unb bod^, c« miffcn c« mand^e bcr ^crrcn, 
■ a3?ic i^r jufammcn cin Silnbni^ gefd^Ioffcn unb bcibc Dcr* 

fprod^cn, 
Site gnjci glcld^c ©cfcQcn gu Icbcn. Da« niu§ id& crgS^Icn : 95 
!lDenn im ©inter cinmal crbutbct' cr gro^c ©cfal^rcn 
gurctiDcgcn. Sin giilinttann, cr l^attc gifd^c gclabcn, 
gul^r bic ©tra^e ; ^l^r fjjilrtet il^n au« unb l^attct urn aUt^ 
©cm Don bcr ©aarc gcgcffcn, bod| fcl^If cS guc^ Icibcr am 

®c(bc. 
!Da bcrebct 3^r ben O^cim ; cr Icgtc fid^ Uftig 100 



£rfler (Sefatt^. 5 

®rabc filr tot in ben SBeg. g^ voax, bcim ©fanmd, cm fill^itc^ 
Slbcntcucr ! !IDoc^ mertet, tua^ i^m fitr Stfd&c gciDorbetu 
Unb bcr gu^nnann lam unb fa^ im ®teifc ben Olieim, 
§ciftig jog cr fcin ©djtoert, i^m cto ju Dcrfcfecn ; bcr iltugc 
105 atulirf unb rcgtc fic^ nid^t, ote loar' cr gcftorbcn ; bcr gul)r* 

ntonn 
SSSirft tl)n ouf fctncn Sarm unb f rent fid^ bc« 4BaIgc« im ijor* 

Qa, bad toagtc mein D^ctm fitr 3fcgrim ; abcr bcr gu^rmann 
gu^r bal^in, unb 9?cinclc loarf Don ben ^i\i)tn l^eruntcr. 
3fcgrim lam Don feme gef(i)tic^cn, oerge^rte bic rS^\(i)t. 

110 SRctnelen mo(i)te nid^t longer gu f aliren bclicbcn ; cr Ijub fi(^, 
®:prang Dom fiarren unb toftufdite nun aud^ Don bcr Scute 

gu \ptx\tn. 
Stter Sf^flrt^ ^^tt^ P^ ^^^ Dcrfd^Iungcn j cr l^attc 
ttber 3lot fid^ befaben, cr toollte berften. J)ie ©rftten 
8te§ er aflcin gurttdt unb bot bem greunbe ben 9teft an. 

lis 3lo6) cin anbred ©tttd d)en I auc^ bied crjal^r ic^ eud^ toalirl^aft. 
SReincIen loar ed bciougt, bei emem 4Baucr am S'iagel 
§ing ein gemitftcted ©d^iDcIn erft ^cute gefc^Iad^tet; badfagf er 
2reu bem SBoIfe : fie gingen bal^tn, ®ett)inn unb ©cfa^ren 
9teblt(^ gu tciten, Doc^ Wl^ff unb ®efal)r trug iener aBeinc, 

120 Denn er trod^ gum Senfter l^inein unb loarf mit Scmillien 
Die gemeinfame 53eutc bem SBoIf I|crunter j gum Unglttdt 
SBaren §unbe nid)t fern, bic il^n im §aufc Derfpiirten 
Unb il^m toadtx bad getf gergauftcn. SSertounbet entlam cr; 
gilig fuc^f cr Ofegrim auf unb Hagt' i^m fein 8eiben 

126 Unb Dcrlangtc fcin Zdl ©a fagtc jcner : „3d^ ^abc 
!j)ir cin Wfttic^ed ®tUct Dcrroal^rt ; nun ma^c bic^ britber 
Unb benagc mifd tool^l ; vok loUrb bad gette bir fd^medfen I" 
Unb cr brac^tc bad ©titcC; bad ^rumml^olg loar t^, bcr 

©(^((ic^tcr 



6 Keinefe ;(n(^s. 

^aitt baron ba^ Sci^meitt ge^angt ; ber loftltc^e Sdxatm 
SBar t)om gierigett SBolfe, bem ungerec^tett, Derfc^tungen. uo 
SRcinctc lonntc Dor 3oni nic^t rcbcti ; boc^ tt)a6 cr fic^ had)tt, 
!Dcnfct cuc^ fclbft. §err £5ntg, gctpip, ba§ ^unbcrt imb 

briibcr 
® old^cr ®tu(f ^en bcr SBolf an meinem Oljcim Dcrf djulbct ! 
Slbcr ii) fc^mcige baDon. SBirb 9?cmcfe fclbcr gcforbcrt, 
©irb cr ficfi bcffcr Dcrtcib'gen." las 

SBeiter fagtc bcr !Cac^«: ,r9'iun fommt ba« SKfird^cn mm 

§af en ! 
gitcl leerce ®cm(if d^e ! !Cen ©c^ulcr f otltc ber SKcifter 
gtwa nic^t jitc^tigen, mcnn cr nid^t merit unb iibel beftel)et ? 
©ofltc man nic^t bic ^naben bcflrafcn, unb gtngc ber gcid^t* 

[inn, 
®inge bie Unart fo \)x% mic foQte bic ^ngenb enoad^fen? i4o 
Stun Wagt SBadferlo^, »ie er ein SBUrftdften im SBinter bcrlorcn 
Winter bcr §ccfc j ba« foHt' er nun lieber im ftitlcn bcrf^mer* 

jen; 
!Benn toir ^firen e« [a, fie war geftol)Ien ; genonnen 
SDJie gctt)onnen ; unb toer tann meinem Ol^cim berargen, 
Da§ cr gefto^Ienc^ ®VLt bem ©icbe genommen? g« fottcniis 
gbic SKanner Don I)o^er ©eburt fid) ge^dffig ben !5)icben 
Unb gefa^rtic^ erjcigen. ^a, l^atf er il^n bamate ge^angen, 
SBar ee Derjeil^Iid). ©oc^ fieg er tl)n Io«, ben S5nig gu el)ren ; 
^txm am 8eben gu ftrafen, gel)drt bem Sonige alleinc. 
Siber ttjcnigen !Canf« lann fic^ mein D^eim getrCften, im 

®o gere(f)t er auc^ fei unb iibeltljaten bertt)el)ret 
5)cnn feitbcm be« ffonigc^ griebe berlimbiget toorben, 
©ait fic^ niemanb iDte er. gr l^at fein geben beranbert, 
®:peifet nur einmat bee Sage, lebt tote ein £fauener, faftcit 

fi*, 
Sircigt ctn I|iircnee Stcib auf blogem Scibe unb l^at fd^on i66 
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Cangc Don SBifbbret unb ga^mem Sfeifdjc fid) ganjtid^ exit* 

^alten, 
Sic mir nod) geftcm cincr crjii^tte, bcr bci if)m geiDefetu 
2)ZaIepartu^, fcin ©^lo^, ^at er Derlaffen unb bant fid| 
(Sine JJIaufe gur SBo^nung. ffiie er fo mager geroorben, 
160 SSitid) Don ^unger unb !J)urft unb anbem ftrengeren ^Bugen^ 
Die er reuig ertrdgt, ba^ toerbet it|r fetber erfatjren. 
©enn was tann e« il^m fc^abcn, bog t)ier il^n jeber DerHaget? 
Sommt er l)itl)tv, fo fiil^rt er fein JRec^t au« unb mac^t fie gu 

fc^anben." 

911^ nun ©rimbart geenbigt, erfd)ien gu grogem grftaunen 
penning, ber ©al|n, vxit feinem ©efc^ferfit. 2luf trauriger 

165 SSa\)xt, 

Dl)ue §ate unb Sopf, toarb eine §enne getragen, 
itro^efug toar e^, bie befte ber eierlegenben C^ennen^ 
210^, e« flog if)r :33Iut, unb 9JetneIe IjatV e^ Dergoffen ! 
3^e(}0 follf ee ber Sonig erfal^ren. Site penning, ber toadre, 

iToSJor bem ffidnig erfc^ien, mit ^odjftbetriibter ©ebiirbe, 
^amen mit ilim gwei ©iil^ne, bie gleic^fatte trauerten. Sre^ant 
§ie§ ber eine, lein befferer §a^n loor irgenb gu finben 
3toifd^en ^oHanb unb granfreic^ ; ber onbere burff i^m gur 

©eite 
©tel^en, Santart genannt, ein ftracfer, lii^ner ©efelfe ; 

175 JSBeibe trugen ein brennenbe^ 8i(J)t ; fie loaren bie SSriiber 
2)er ermorbeten grou. @ie riefen itber ben JlKorber 
3lc^ unb 3Sitf) ! g^ trugen bie SSal)f gtoei iiingere Jpal)ne, 
Unb man fonnte Don fern bie ^^ammerftage Demel)men. 
penning fprad^ : „55}ir Ilagen ben unerfe(jtic^en ®(J)aben, 
©ncibigfter §err unb ^dnig ! grbarmt gu(^, toie id) Dertefet 

180 bin, 

ajjeine ffinber unb i^. gier fe^t 3^r 9?elnefen« fflSerfe ! 



8 ^tnefe S^dfs. 

aid ber Sinter Dorbet unb Saub unb ^lumen unb SQltetx^ 
Und gur grb^fid^Icit ricfcti, crfrcuf id^ mid^ mcincd 

!Dad f munter mtt mix bie fc^dnen 2:age Derlebte. 
3e^cn jungc ©o^tie, mlt Dicrgel^n JiJ^tcrn, fie toarett 
ajotter 8uft" ju leben ; mein SBeib, bie trefflid^e §cnnc> 
§atte fie otte jufammcn in einem ©ommer crgogen. 
Wit toaren f o ftarl nnb tDol^I }ufrieben ; fie f onben 
3^re tSgUd^e 9{a^rung an too^I gefic^erter ©tcitte. 
SRcid^en SKonci&cn gel^Srte ber ^of, und f c^irmtc bie aJiaucr, i 
Unb fed^d gro^e ©unbe, bie toadfcm ®enoffen bed ©anfed^ 
8icbten meine ^nber nnb toac^ten ilber i^r Seben. 
{Reinefen aber, ben S)ieb, Derbrog e«, bag tt)ir in grieben 
©fUcflic^e Jage oerlebten nnb feine SJanfe ijemtiebcn. 
3nimer fd^Iid^ cr bei Siadjt nm bie SKauer nnb lanfd^te beim 

2:i)orc ; ,95 

Slber bie ©nnbe bemerlten'd ; ha mod^f er lanfen ! fie fagten 
SBadCer il^n enblic^ etnmal nnb mdFten bad ^tU \f)m 

gnfammen; 
!Cod^ er rettetc fief) unb lieg nnd ein SBeifd^en in 9tn^e. 
Slber nnn l^oret m ^ anl gd »a^rte nidjt lange, fo tarn er 
Site ein ^(andner unb bratfite mir Srief nnb ©icgel. Qi) 

lannt' ed, 200 

guer ©iegel f al^ ic^ am Sriefe ; ba fanb id^ gefdjrieben, 
Dag Qijv feften gneben fo Jieren ate 9Soge(n tjerfitnbigt 
Unb er gcigte mir an, cr fei ein if laudncr Qttooxben, 
^abe ftrenge ®elubbe get^an, bie Siinben gu bitgen^ 
!iDeren ©c^utb er teiber befenne. 55a l^abe nnn leiner 205 
aJie^r t)or il^m fid) gu fitrc^ten ; er ^abe l^eitig gelobet, 
giimmerme^r gleifc^ gu geniegen. gr tieg mid) bie Suttt 

bcfd^auen, 
3eigte fein ©tapulier. ©aneben toied er ein S^ug;ax^, 



„5o fain cr 
3I(s eiii HIaiisncr uii6 bradjfe mit i^ricf iiiit riejel." 
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!Da« i^m bcr ?rior gcftcUt, unb, urn tnic^ ftd^cr gu mad^, 

21^ Utitcr ber Sutte citi ^arcnc6 Sleib. !Dctttt ging cr unb fagtc: 
®ott bcm §crrctt f eib mix bcfol^ten ! ic^ ^abc noc^ ijieic* 
^eute }u t^un ! ic^ ^abe bte ®e;t unb bte 92one gu (efen 
Unb bic aScfpcr baju." gr lad im (gcl^en unb bat^tc 
SSicIcd 53ofc fic^ and, cr fann auf unfcr SScrbcrbcn. 

815 ^i) tnit crl|citertcm ©crjcn crgft^Itc gcfc^tDinbc ben Sinbcm 
(Surcd 53riefe« fr5f)Iic^c ^otfd^aft ; c« frcutcu fic^ attc. 
Da nun 9?einele Slaudncr gciporbcn, fo fatten wir toeitcr 
Seine ©orge, nod^ gurd^t. S^ gi^g ^i^ i^tten gufammcn 
aSor bie 5IRauer ^inaud, tuir freuten und alle ber grei^eit. 

280 3[ber leiber befam e« und Ubel. gr lag im ©ebttfc^e 

^interliftig J ba f:prang cr ^crDor unb Dcrrannf und bie 

^f orte ; 
3D?eincr ©5t|ne f d^dnften crgriff cr unb fcl&Iep:pf il^n Don bannen, 
Unb nun tuar fein 9tat, nad^bem er fie einmal geloftct ; 
3fmmer Dcrfudif er cd tuieber, unb meber ^(Iger nod^ ©unbe 

226 Sonnten Dor feinen 5R(intcn bei SEag unb 5Rad^t und betoalircn. 
@o cntri§ er mir nun faft alle Sinber ; Don gtoangig 
4Bin i6) auf fUnfe gcbracfit, bie anbem raubt' er mir afle. 
O, erbarmt gud^ bed bittern ©^merged ! er totcte geftem 
aWeine 2^od^tcr, cd ijabtn bie ©unbe ben geidinam gercttet. 
©cl^t, I|ier liegt fie! @r I|at cd get^an, o nel|mt cd 2^ 
280 ^erjen I" 

Unb ber itfinig begann : „^ommt nailer, ©rimbart, uvb 

fcH 
Sllfo faftet ber filaudner, unb fo beiDcift er bie ©u^e ! ' 

8eb' ic^ noc^ aber cin Qai)v, fo foil ed il^n toal^rlicfi gereucn! 

35oc^ toad l)elfen bie Sorte! SScmel^met, trauriger penning: 

as (Surer S^oc^ter ermangr ed an nit^td, roa^ irgcnb ben S^oten 

S^Jur ju SRcd^tc gefd^iel^t. Q6) laff i^r SSirgilie fingen, 



10 Hctncfe f itd?5. 

@ic mit grower gt)re jur Grbc beftattcn ; bann tooKcn 
©tr mit biefeti §crrcn bc^ aJiorbc^ ©trafe bcbcnfeti." 

!J)a gebot bcr fionig, man foHc aSirgilic [ingcn. 
„ Domino placebo** bcgann bie ©cmeinc, fie fangett 240 

SlCc SSerfc boDon, S6) fbnnte fcmer erjal)lett, 
©er bie geftion ge[ungen unb xotx bie 9tefponfcn ; 
Slber e6 to'dljxtt gu lattg, id^ taff e« Iteber belDenben. 
3ti em ®rab tuarb bie 8ei(^e gelcgt unb briiber cin fc^oncr 
SWarmorftein, poliert tt)ie ein @(o6, ge^auen im 93icre(f, 245 
®rog unb bid, unb oben brauf tuar beutfi^ gu lefen : 
r,Sra^fu5, 2^oc^ter penning be« ^abn^, bie befte ber §ennen^ 
i?egte bief (gier in« 9?eft unb tt)u5te tlttgli^ gu fdjarren. 
5lct|! ^ier liegt fie, burd^ SReinefen^ SKorb ben ^Iiren gc* 

nommen. 
5ttle SBelt folt erfa^ren, rote boe unb falfc^ er gel^anbelt, 250 
Unb bie Zott beflagen.'' @o lautete, toa^ man gefd^rieben. 

Unb e« lie^ ber ffdnig barauf bie Sliigften berufen, 
9iat mit il^nen gu l^atten, tt)ie er ben grebel beftrafte, 
!Ber fo Harlid} t)or i^n unb feine §crren gcbrad^t mar. 
Unb fie rieten gule^jt : man l^abe bem liftigen greDler 255 

ginen 53oten gu fenben, bag er um ?iebe« unb ?eibe« 
5Jli(^t fid| entgoge, er foBe fic^ ftetlen am §ofe be« S5nig^ 
2ln bem 2^age ber §errn, menu fie gunadift fici^ Derfammeln; 
Sraun, ben 53aren, ernannte man aber gum S3oten. !J)er ^5nig 
©pracf) gu S3raun, bem S3aren : „Qi) fag' e«, (guer ©ebieter, seo 
S)a6 Q^x mit gteig bie «otfd^aft Derridjtet ! !Docl) raf ii) 

gur aSorfidftt ; 
!J)enn e^ ift SReinefe falfci^ unb bo^l^aft, atlerlei giften 
SKSirb er gebrauc^en, er xoixi (Juc^ fd^meid^eln, er tt)irb (^n^ 

belilgeU; 
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^tntergel^ett, ttJtc cr tiur tann*'' „3Kit niditcn !'' ijcrfcfetc 
285 3uDer[ic^tItc^ ber 53dr ; ,,bleibt rul^ig ! ©oHf er fic^ trgcnb 
5Kur tjermeffcn unb mir gum ^o^tic bad aKinbcftc wageti, 
®cl)t,id) fc^tDbr'ed bci @ott,ber mbge mic^ ftof en, mofcrn id) 
3^m nic^t grimmig Dergblte, bag er gu biciben nid^t iDugte." 



^tpetter (5efang. 

W\o loanbelte ^rotttt auf fehtem 993eg gum ©ebirge 
©tolgen 3Kute« ba^iti, bun^ cine ©tiftc, bic gro^ toor, 
8ang unb fanbig unb brcit ; unb ale cr fie enblid^ burc^jogeti^ 
fiam er gegen bie Serge, »o SRcincIe pflegte gu jageti ; 
(gelbft nod^ 2:age« guDor l^att' er ftc^ borten eriuftigt 5 

3lber bcr S5(ir ging wciter nac^ SKalepartu^ ; ba l^atte 
SJeinele fci^Sne ©ebiiube, 9Son alien ©d^toffem unb S5urgen, 
jDeren i^m Diele ge^5rten, ttjar SKatepartud bie befte, 
JReinefe ,tt)o^nte bafelbft, fobalb er tibcle beforgte. 
S5raun erreid^te ba« ®d|Iog unb fonb bie getoo^nlid^e ?fortc 10 
tJeft Derfd^Ioffen. ©a trat er bauor unb befann fic^ ein roenig; 
gnblic^ rief er unb fprac^: „§err O^eim, feib S^^ gu ©aufc? 
©raun, ber S5ar, ift gefommen, be« Sonig« geric^tlidier 53otc» 
©enn e^ f^at bcr Sonig gefd^tt)oren, Si^v foKet bei ©ofe 
SBor ®m6)t (Suc^ ftetlen, i^ foil guc^ ^olen, bamit ^l^r 15 

JRed^t gu nel^men unb SRec^t gu geben feinem t)ertt)eigert, 
Dber ee foil &i^ ba6 geben foften; benn bleibt ^fljr bal^intctt, 
3fft mit ©algen unb 9tab dndf gebro^t. ©rum toftl^let bad 

«efte. 
ftontmt unb folget mir nac^ ! fonft ni5d^f ed @ud^ itbel be** 

lommen." 

JReinefe l^drte genau Dom Slnfang gum Snbe bie 5Rebe, 90 

8ag unb lauerte ftiH unb bac^te : „©enn e« gclonge, 
!Da§ id) bem plumpen ^umpan bie ftotgen SSJorte bejal^ftc ? 

Id 



otnis; 

fe 

SI ' 

(lei" 



„£ierr ©Ijeiiii, (eii) ijfir 311 tiaiife ?' 



i*5f: 
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2a^t tttt^ bic ©ad^e bcbetilcti." Sr gtng in bic 2:iefc ber 

SBo^nung, 
3ftt bic aBittlel bc« @d|Ioffc«, benn liinftlidi ttjar e« gebauet, 

25 85d|er fanbeti fid| I)ier unb ^ol^Ien mit Diclerici ©angen, 
gng Uttb lang, unb mand^erlei S:i)iiren gum £)ffnen unb 

©d^Iicgcn, 
SDBie e« 3^^* ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^- Srful^r er, ba§ man il^n fud^te 
aSegen fc^clmifd^er Stl^at, ba fanb er bie beftc S3cfd|irmung. 
2luc^ au« Sinfalt l^atten fic^ oft in biefen 3Jiaanbern 

80 Slrme Siere gef angcn, ttjillfommcne SStntt bcm 9taubcr. 
{Rcincle l^atte bic SBortc gcl^brt, bod| fiird^tcf cr Hiiglidi, 
Slnbrc mdd^tcn nod^ ncbcn bcm Sotcn im gintcrl^alt licgcn. 
Site cr jic^ abcr Dcrfic^crt, bcr 53ar fci cingcin gclommcn, 
®ing cr liftig l^inau« unb fagtc : ^SBcrtcftcr £)ijtm, 

85 @cib toillfommen ! 9Scr jcil^t mir ! ic^ l^abc SScfpcr gclcf en, 
©arum Iic§ ic^ gud^ toartcn. 3^ banf (Sud^, bag il^r 

gcfommcn, 
Dcnn c^ nui^t mir gctoig bci §ofc ; fo barf id) c« l^offcn. 
®cib gu icglid|cr Stunbc, mcin Dl^cim, toittlommcnl 

Onbcffcn 
SIcibt bcr 2:abcl fiir ben, bcr Sud^ bic 9tcifc bcfol^Icn, 
Dcnn fie ift tocit unb bcfd^tDcrlic^. D ^immcl ! toic Q^t 

40 crl^ifet f cib ! 

gurc §aarc finb na§ unb gucr Dbcm bcflommcn^ 
§attc bcr miid^tigc S5nig fonft Icincn Soten gu fcnbcn, 
9lte ben cbclftcn 3Jiann, ben cr am meiften crl^bl^ct ? 
Slbcr fo foUf c« tt)ol)I fcin gu meincm aSortcil ; ic^ bitte, 
gclft mir am ^ofc bc« S'Cnig^, alltoo man mic^ ubcl Dcr* 

45 Icumbct* 

SJiorgcn, fc^f id^ mir Dor, tro^ mcincr miglid)cn Sage, 
grci nad^ ©ofc gu gc^cn, unb f o gcbcnf ic^ norfi immcr ; 
9iur fiir f|cutc bin id^ ju fc^tocr, bic 9tcifc gu madden, 
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Scibcr ^ab' \df gu Diet t)on citicr S^jcifc gcgcffcti, 
!Cic mtr iibcl belommt; jic fc^merjt mic^ gctraftig tm gcibe." so 
55rautt Dcrfcfetc barauf : „®ad tt)ar c^, C^cim ?" !Ccr anbre 
©agtc bagegeti : „2Ba« fonnt' e^ Qui) f)clf en, unb toenn i(^'^ 

er jaf)Ue ! 
SiitnTncrfidi frtff id^ tncin Scbcti ; id| Icib' e^ aber gebulbig ; 
3ft ein artncr Warm bod| fcbi ®raf ! unb finbct jutoeifcn 
®id| fUr un« unb bie Unfem ntd^td ©effered, muffen iDir 

frciltdi 55 

^ontgfd^ctbcn Dergcf)rcn, btc ftnb toolji immtx ju I)abcn. 
S)od| id| cffc fie nur au« 9?ot; nun bin id^ gefd^ttJoHen. 
SBiber SBiUen fd^Iucf f ic^ ba« ^eug ; toie f oHf e« gebei^en ? 
^ann id| e« immer Dermeiben, fo bicibt mirt feme Dont 

©aumen." 

„Si ! tt)a^ l^ab' id^ gel^^rt !" Derfefete ber Sraune, „©err 

Ct)eim ! eo 

gi ! t)erfd)mdl^et Q^t fo ben ©^^^0/ ^^^ mandier begel^ret ? 
^onig, mu§ id| SudEi fagen, gel)t uber alle ®erid|te, 
SBenigften« mir; o fd^afft mir bat)on, e« foBgudi nid^t reuen! 
!iDienen toerb' id| gud| loieber.'' „3l)^ fpottet/ fagte ber 

anbre. 
rrSlein, toal^rl^aftig !" Derfd^tour fid^ ber SS&x, „t^ ift emftlit^ 

gef^jrod^en." 65 

„Q^t bem alfo," t)erfe^te ber 9?ote, „ba lann ic^ gud| bienen; 
!Cenn ber fflauer 9?Uftet)icI tuo^nt am S^§e be^ Sergei, 
©onig l^at er ! ©etuig mit allem gurem ®efd^Ied)te 
(Soijt 3^r niemal fo Diet beifammen.'' S^a lUftef e« SSraunen 
ilbermft^ig nad^ biefer geliebten ®peife. „£), fiil^rt mid^/ to 
JRief er, „eilig bal)in, §err D^eim, id^ toill e« gebenlen ! 
©c^afft mir C^onig, unb tDenn id) audi nic^t gefattiget toerbe.'' 
„®e^en toit/* fagte ber guc^^, „e« foil an ^onig nic^t fel^Ien* 
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^cttte bin ic^ gtDar fd^Icd)t gu gu§c ; bod| foil intr btc 8tcbc, 
^ 'S^k \6) @uc^ langc gctDibtnct, bic faucm Zxittt t)crfil§cn. 
35ctttt ic^ Icnnc titcmatib t)on alien mctncn SScrtoanbtcn, 
©cnn td^ tocrcl^rtc, mt ©ud| ! !Cod^ lommt ! ^l^r toerbct 

bagegen 
3ln bc« S'onigesf §of am §erren*Iage mtr bienen, 
■DaB id) bcr geinbe ®ewa(t unb i^rc S'lagcn bcfd)dmc. 
80 ^onigfatt mac^' id^ Suc^ ijtntt, fo Diet Qljt immcr nur tragcn 
SQibgct^" — g« meintc bcr ©d^all bic ©tillage bcr gornigen 

©aucm. 

JReincIc Kef il^m gnuor, unb blinbling^ folgtc bcr 55raune. 
„©ill mir'e gclingen," fo bad|tc bcr gnc^^, „id| bringc bid^ 

l^entc 
Sflo6) gu 3Karfte, too bir ein bittrer ©onig gu tcil toirb." 
85 Unb fie lamen gn 9luftet)ief« ©ofe; ba« freute ben SSrcn, 
5lbcr t)crgcben^, toie II)oren fic^ oft mit §offnung bctrilgen. 

aibcnb toar c« gctoorbcn, nnb JRcinefc tongte, gctoSl^nlid) 
Siege JRiiftcDiel nnn in feiner Shammer gu Sette, 

!Dcr ein 3^^^^^^^^^ *^^/ ^i^ titd&tiger SReifter. ^m 

©ofe 

wgag ein eid^ener ©tamni; cr l^attc, biefen gu trennen, 
®6)on gtoei tild^tigc Seilc l^ineingetrieben, unb oben 
filaffte gefpaltcn ber 55aum faft ettentoeit. 9ieinele merft' e^, 
Unb cr fagtc: ^SKein Dl^eim, in bicfem 55aume befinbet 
@ic^ bc« §onige« mel^r, ate ^^t Dcrmutet; nun ftedEct 

05 gure ©d^nauge l)inein, fo tief Qljt mOgct. 9?ur raf id|, 
Sfltf)mt ni6)t gierig gu Diet, c^ mCd^f gud| tibef belommcn* 
„Smeint 3^r/' fagte ber «ar, ^ic^ fei ein 9SicIfra6? mit 

nid|tcn ! 
STOag ift UberaQ gut, bei aOen !Dingen/' Unb alfo 
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?ic6 bcr ©ar fic^ bctl^brcn unb ftcdte ben Sfopf in bic ©paltc 
Sdi^ an bte Ot)rcn ^incin unb and) bie toorberften gtigc. loo 
JRcincfc mad|tc fid^ bran, mxt Diclcm ^itf^tn unb ^^^rcn 
©rad|f er bic Seilc f)crau«; nun tear bcr ©raune gcfangcti, 
^anpt unb giifec gcHcmmt ; e« ^alf fein Sd^eltcn noc^ 

Sc^mcic^eln* 
aSoUauf \)attt bcr 55raune iju t^un, fo ftarf er unb Kl^n toav, 
Unb fo l^ielt ber 9Jeffe mit gift ben Dl^eim gefangen. 105 

§eufenb plarrte ber Sddx, unb mit ben ^interften git^en 
©d^arrf er grimmig unb farmte fo fel^r, ba^ SRufteuiel auf^ 

fprang. 
SBa« e6 toiire, bad|te ber TOeifter unb brac^te fein 55eil ntit, 
S)a§ man beroaffnet il)n fdnbe, ttjenn {emanb ju fc^aben 

gebad^te. 

SSraun befanb fid| tnbe« in gro^en Singften; bie @palte no 
Slemmf iijn gemaltig, er gog unb gerrte, brltllenb Dor 

(gdimcrjen. 
Slber mit alle ber ^ein tear nid^t^ gett)onnen; er glaubte 
9?immer Don bannen ju fommen; fo meint' auc^ JReinele 

freubig. 
2tte er 9tiiftet)iel fal^ t)on feme fd^reiten, ba rief er: 
„S3raun, tDie fte^t e«? SlWdfeiget guc^ unb fd|onet be^ 

§onig« ! "5 

®agt, toie fd^mecft e«? 9taftet)iel fommt unb toiU guc^ 

betoirten; 
5Rad| ber SUJal^Ijeit bringt er ein gd^Iitdd^en, e^ mag dndf 

belommen !" 
. !Da ging 9leinefe loieber nad| SKale^jartu^, ber gefte. 
2tber JRUftcDiel lam, unb ate er ben SSftren erbficfte, 
Sief er^ bie ^auem }u rufen, bie nod^ in ber ©d^enfe bei^* 

fammen ^^ 
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©d^maufcten. ^Somint !" jo rtcf cr, „in meincm §ofc gc* 

fangen 

©at m cin 55ar, t^ jage bte ^Qi)xf)tiV* ®ie fplgtcn unb 

Hefen, 

3fcber beipel^rtc p^ eilig, fo gut er fonntc. !Der einc 

9?al^m bie ®abel gur ©anb, unb feinen 9tcd|cn ber anbre, 

123 Unb ber britte, ber Diertc, mit (gpieg unb §acfe beroaffnct, 

^amen gefprungen, ber fiinfte mit einem ^fafjle geritftet. 

Sa, ber ^farrer unb Sufter, fie famen wit il^rem ©eriite. 

Slud^ bie tCc^in be« ffaffen (fie ^ieg grau ^utte, fie fonnte 

©riifee berciten unb lod^en toie feine) blieb nid^t bal^inten, 

130 Sam mit bem 9locfen getaufen, bei bem fie am 2:age gefeffen, 

Dem ungliidlid^en SSdren ben ^tli ju toafc^en. J)er Sraune 

^orte ben h)ad|fenbcn 8drm in feinen fc^recf lidien '^HQttn, 

Unb er ri^ mit ©emalt ba« §aupt au« ber ®palte» 

aBa« lialf il^m, ba« §aupt gu 

bef reicn ? 

185 ©enn e« blieben bie *i[5foten im Saume ftecfen; ba rtg er 

©aftig fid} rudenb ^erau^, er rafte finnlog; 

Unb $RitfteDiel eilte, gu fd^Iagen: 

sole fielen il^n an, bie mit bem SKeifter gefommen; 

^l^n gu tbten, mar i^r Sege^r. gd fiil^rte ber ^ater 

140 ginen langen @tab in ber §anb unb fd^Iug il^n Don feme. 

Silmmerli^ toanbf er fid} l^in unb l^er, ee brangf il^n ber 

©aufen, 

ginige l^ier mit ©piemen, bort anbre mit ffleilen, e« brad^te 

©ammcr unb 3^^9^ ^^^ ©d^mieb, e^ lamen anbre mit 

©d^aufcln, 

2lnbre mit ©paten, fie fd^Iugen brauf Io« unb ricfen unb 

fd{}Iugen, 

145 Stlle fe^ten il^m gu, e^ blieb and) feiner bal^inten. 

2)er frummbeinige ©c^Ioppe mit bem breitnafigen Cubolf 
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SBoren bie B6jHmm\ttn, unb @ero(b beioegte ben ^5(ienten 

glegct 
3»ifc^ett ben frummcn ^itigem; i^m ftanb fein ©ditoager 

jur ©cite, 
^ucfetrei loar e^, bet btcfe, bie beiben fc^Iugen am meiften. 
2lbel Quad unb grau 3utte baju, [ie liegen'^ nid)t fe^Ien; im 
Unb nic^t biefe ©enannten alletn; benn SKanner unb SBeiber, 
Silk fiefen l^erju unb luoUten ba^ geben be« ©arcn. 
!Da inbeffen bie SDJanner am Ufer befc^aftiget toaren, 
fitodi ber S(ir tnd SBaffer; e« fa^en i^n alle bie 55auern, 
JRiefen: ©a^ ipirb un« getuiB jur eroigen ©c^anbe gereid^en 1 155 
Unb fie toaren Derbricfelidi ; hod) toax er 
grol^, ba§ er nur bem Ubel entging. (Sr fluc^te ben 55auem, 
glud^te JReinelen, ber ilju uxmt Tlit fotd^en ®ebeten 
®d|tt)amm er toeiter, e^ trieb it)n ber ©trom, ber reifeenb 

unb grog toax, 
SSinnen loeniger ^tit faft eine aKeilc l^inunter; i«o 

Unb ba frod^ er an« 8anb am felbigen Ufer unb Ieu(I)te. 
ffein bebrftngtered lier ^at je bie Sonne gefe^en! 
Unb er bad^te ben aWorgen nic^t gu erteben, er glaubte 
^lofelid^ gu fterben unb rief : „£) JReinele, falf^er JBerrater ! 
gofed (Sefc^d^jf !" gr bacl)te babei ber fd^Iagenben Sauem, les 
Unb er bac^te be« S5aum6 unb flud^te JReinelen^ Siften- 

3lber 9teinefe guc^«, nac^bem er mit gutem Sebac^te 
©einen O^eim gu aKarfte geflt^rt, i^m §onig gu fd^affen, 
8ief er nac^ ©iil^nem, er tougtc ben Oxt, unb ft^nappte fid^ 

eined, 
8ief unb fc^Ieppte bie ©eute befjenb am gluffe l^inunter. iro 
!Dann uerge^rt' er fie gleic^ unb eilte na6) anbem ©efc^aften 
3fmmer am gluffe baf)in unb tran! be« SSUaffer^ unb bad^te : 
,,0, U)ie bin ic^ fo fro^, bag i^ ben taipifc^en Sd'&ttn 



gipeiter (Sefang. 19 

@o gu ^ofc itbxa6)t ! Qd^ totttt, JRiiftcDid f^at tt)m 
i*!* 2Bo^I ba« 55eit gu loftcn gcgebcn. g« gcigtc bcr ©ttr fic^ 

(BtM mix feinbli^ flcjinnt, ic^ ^ab' cd i^tn tDicbcr Dcrgoltcn. 

Dtjcitn ^ab' ic^ it)tt immer genannt, nun ift cr am Saume 

lot gcblicbcn ; bed ipitt id) mic^ freun, folang id) nur Icbe. 

illagcn unb fd^abcn ipirb er ni^t mcl^r !" — Unb »ic cr fo 

ttjanbcit, 
180 ©d^aut cr am Ufcr l^inab unb fiel^t ben Sarcn fic^ toftlgcn* 

!Da« Dcrbro^ i^n im ©er jen, bag Sraun lebenbig entfommen. 

„JRfiftcDieI/' rief er, ^bu Idf figer SBi^t ! bu grober ®ef eUe ! 

@oIdt|e ©peifc Dcrf c^ii^ft bu, bie fett unb guten ©cfd^macfd ift, 

Die mand^ efjrUc^er SKann fid} munfd^t unb bie fo gemadiKc^ 
iM 3Dir ju l^anben gefommen ? Dodi t)at f ilr beine Setoirtung 

Dir ber reblid^e Sraun ein ^f anb gelaffen !" @o bad^f er, 

Site er SBraunen betritbt, ermattet ut^b blutig erblicf te» 

gnblid^, rief er it)n an : „§err O^eim, finb' id^ guc^ mieber ? 

Qaht 3ft)r ettDad Dergeffen bei 9titfteDieI ? f agt mir ! iij laff if|m 
180 SBiffen, loo 3t)r geblieben. !Do^ f oU ic^ f agen, ic^ glaube, 

aSielen ©onig l^abt 3^r getoife bem JDJanne gefto^Ien, 

Ober ^abt Q\)x il)n reblidi begal^lt? loie ift e« gefd^e^en? 

SBar ber .©onig ni^t guten ®efd|madt« ? ^^ felbigem ^reife 

©tel^t nod| mand)er ju S'auf !" 
i»5 Unb fo mugte ber Sraune bie oiefen fpdttifd^en SBorte 

©intereinanber oemel^men unb fonnte Dor ©(^merjen nid^t 

reben, 

@ic^ nic^t raten noc^ l^elfen- Unb urn nid^t loeiter gu l^dren, 

ftro^ er in« SBaffer guriidE unb trieb mit bem reigenben 

©trome 

5Rieber unb tanbete brauf am fladien Ufer. !Da lag er, 
800 £ranf unb elenb, unb jammerte faut'unb fpradi gu fic^ felber: 

„®c^Iiige nur einer mid^ tot ! Qi) fann nid^t gel^en unb fottte 

Sloc^ be« ftiJntged ©ofe bie JReife tooCenben, unb bleibe 
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@o gefdianbct iwcM tjon 9tcinelcn« bofcm SScrrate* 
55rm9' id) mcin geben bauon, gctDig, bic^ foU c« gcrcucn l" 
!iDo^ er rafftc fid) auf unb fd|Icpptc mtt graglid^cn @(^merjett 
SDurc^ Dicr lagc fid| fort, nvb enblic^ fam cr ju ©ofc. 



Site bcr SOntg ben ©arcn in fcinem glcnb crblicftc, 
JRicf cr: ^©ttdbiflcr ®ott! Srienn' i^ SSraunen? ®ic 

fotnmt cr 
©0 gefd^anbct?" Unb SSraun Dcrfc(}tc : ,,8cibcr crbarmlic^ 
3ft ba« Ungcmac^, ba« 3^^r crbKd t ; f o ^at m\(i) bcr grcDicr 210 
atcincic fc^anblid) Dcrratcn !'' jDq fpra^ bcr Sonig cntriiftct : 
„3ia(f}en mitl id) gcwig oI)n' allc Onabc ben grctjcl. 
©olc^ cinen gcrrn toic Sraun, ben f olltc SReincfc fd^clnbcn ? 
Qa, bei mciner (Sl)rc, bci mcincr Srone ! bad fd^wor' i^, 
Slttcd foil SRcincfe biigen, \m^ SSvann gu 9?c(f}te bcgcl^rct. 215 
^alt' id^ mcin SBort ni^t, fo trog* i^ fcm ©c^tocrt mc^r, ic^ 

njill cd gclobcn !'' 

Unb bcr ilohig gcbot, c« folic bcr SRat fid^ Dcrfammcln, 
iiberlegcn unb glcic^ bcr grcDcI ©trafc bcftimmcn. 
Slllc rictcn barauf, njofern c« bcm Sonig bclicbtc, 
©ollc man 9?cmelcn abcrmald forbcrn, cr folic fid^ ftcllcn, 220 
®egcn 3lnfprud^ unb fflagc fein 1Rt6)t ju wal^rcn. Sd !onnc 
§mgc, ber ilater, foglcic^ bic SSotfc^aft SRcincfcn bringcn, 
SJcil er flug unb getDanbt fct. ®o rictcn fie alle gufammen. 

Unb c« Dcrcinigtc fic^ bcr Sbnig mit feinen (Senoffen, 
@prad| gu §injcn: ^aKcrlct mir red^t bic ajfeinung ber 

©erren ! 225 

8ie6' cr fic^ aber gum brtttcnmal forbern, fo foil c« il^m fclbft 

unb 
©elncm gangen ®efd|Ie^tc gum ctoigen ©diaben gereid^en ; 
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3ft cr Hug, fo tomm' cr in S^iitn. Qffx fdiiirft il^m bie 

8cl)re ; 
Sltibcrc Dcrac^tet cr nur, bo^ gurem 9late gcl^ordit er." 

280 3lber ©mjc Derfefcte ; „S^^ ©c^aben ober gum ^ommtn 
aWag e« gereidjen, lomm' id) gu i^m, wie foil id|'« beginnen? 
aWeinetiDegen tl)ut ober lagt c^, aber ic^ badjtc, 
3eben anbcm gu fdiiden, ift beffcr, ba id} fo Ilein bin. 
©raun, ber Sddx, ift fo gro^ unb ftarf, unb fonnf if|n nid^t 

gttjingen ; ^ 
SSJeld^eriocife foil Of e^ enben ? D ! l^abt mid) cntf djulbigt! " 



„!Cu berebeft mid) nid)t/' t)erfefetc ber ilonig ; „man finbet 
aWanc^en Heinen SJiann t)oIl 8ift unb SBei^^eit, bie manc^em 
©ro^en fremb ift. ®eib Qljv audi gleid) fein 9tiefc getDadifen, 
©eib ^l^r bod^ Hug unb gelefjrt.'' T)a gel)ord;te ber fiater 

unb fagte : 
240 „@uer SBille gefdiel^e ! unb fann id) ein 3^^^^^ erblidf en, 
SRed^ter ©anb am SBegc, fo totrb bie JReife gelingen." 
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5Wuti tear ©itijc, bcr Satcr, cin (gtiiddiCTi SBcgc^ gegan* 

gcti; 
Sincti iWartin^DogcI crbUdt' cr t)Ott tocitem, ba rief er : 
„&kx 93ogel ! ©Itid auf ! o menbe bie $lUge( unb fliege 
$cr }u mciner SRcditcti !" 6« flog bcr Sogcl unb [efetc 
®ic^ jur ginlctt bed Satcrd, auf ctnem Sauntc gu fingcn. s 
^in^ bctriibtc fic^ fel)r, cr glaubtc fern UnglUd ju f|i5rcn, 
^od) cr mad|tc nun felbcr fic^ 3Slut, toic mct)rcrc pflegcn. 
3^mmcr toanbcrt' er fort nad) Wakpaxtn^, ba fanb cr 
JBor bcm §aufc 3tcincfcn fifecn ; cr grugt' i^n unb fagtc : 
„®ott, bcr rcid)c, bcr gutc, bcfc^cr' gud^ glMUc^cn Slbenb ! lo 
6ucr 8cbcn bcbro^et bcr SSntg, ttjofcm i^r Qui) toeigert, 
SKit nad) ©ofc ju tomnicn ; unD fcmer llx^t er gud) fagcn : 
©te^ct ben j?lagcm gu JRcd^t, fonft tocrbcn'd bic gurigcn 

bilgcn." 
atcincic fprad^ : ^SBiflfommcn ba^icr, gelicbtcftcr 5Reffc ! 
aWcigct ^l^r ©cgcn Don Oott nac^ ntcinem ffiunfc^e gc^ 

nicgcn." w 

5lber cr bad^tc nid^t fo in fcincm ocrrfttrifc^cn ©ergcn ; 
9?cuc iildc fann cr fic^ and, er tooUtc ben ©oten 
SBicber gefd^ftnbct nac^ ©ofe fcnbcn. 6r nanntc ben flatcr 
Smmcr feincn 9?effcn unb fagtc : „9?cffc, -toad fcftt man 
gud| fttr ©peif c nur oor ? aWan fd^Kf t gefSttiget beff er ! 20 
(Sinmat bin ic^ bcr SBirt ; loir gingen bann ntorgen ant 2:age 

22 



„iEuet tebetr bebrohet Ser Konig, moferit itjt iJiid? roeigetl, 
mil nadj ^ofc ju fommen." 
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©dbc na6) §ofc : jo bunft c« mid) gut. 9Son meinen 9Ser* 

tDanbten 
3ft mir fcincr bcfannt, auf ben id) raid) lieber tjcriiege. 
Dcnn ber gefriigige ©ar ttjar tro(}ig gu mir gelommen ; 

25 Sr i[t grimmig unb ftarf, ba^ id^ um Dicle« nid|t f)attc 
3I)m gur ®eitc bic 9icifc gewagt. 9?un aber Dcrftcl^t fid)'«, 
©erne gcl^' id) mit ©uc^. SSJir madden un« friil^c bc« 3Jiorgcn« 
auf ben siScg ; fo fc^einet e« mir ba« ®efte geraten." 
^inge Derie(}tc barauf : „@^ \mvt bcffer, tt)ir mQcl)ten 

80 ®kid) un6 fort nad) §of e, fo toie mir gel^en unb ftefjen. 
Sluf ber §cibe fdieinet ber 2D?onb, bic SBegc finb trodEen." 
JReinefc fprad^ : „Qi) finbe bet 9lac^t ba« 9teifcn gefa^rlid}. 
SDtandier grilgct \m^ freunblidi bei 2:age, bod) fdm' er tm 

ginftem 
Un« in ben ©eg, e« moc^te mol^I faum gum Seften geraten." 

35 3lbcr ^inge uerf e(}te : „®o la^t mic^ miff en, mein 5Reffe, 
Sleib' ic^ ^ier, mae follen mir effen ? Unb 9teinefe fagte : 
2irmUd| be^elfen mir un^ ; bod| menu 3f)r bleibet, fo bring' ic^ 
grifdie §onigfc^eiben ^eroor, id) mdl^Ie bie ftdrften.'' 
„9liemate eff id^ bergleic^en/' t)erfefetc muiTenb ber S'ater. 

40 ,,8ef)(ct (Sud| allee im ©aufe, f o gebt eine 9Wau« ^er ! Wit biefer 
Sin id) am beften Derf orgt, unb fparet ben §onig fur anbre." 
Mt 3^t aKdufe fo gem?^ fprad) SReinefe, „rebet mir emft^ 

fic^! 
!Camit fann ic^ &id) bienen* e« f)at mein 9?ad^bar, ber 

Waffe, 
(Sine ©c^eun' im §ofe, borin finb SIKciufe, man fiif)re 

45 (gie auf feinem SBagen l^inmeg ; ic^ I^Ore htn ^faffen 
ftlagen, bag fie bei 9?ad^t unb iag il^m Idftiger merben." 
Unbebadjtig fagte ber Sater : „Il)ut mir bie Siebe, 
©ringet mii^ ^in gu ben aWdufen ! benn ilber SBitbbret unb 

aim 
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8ob' id) mir 5IKfiu[c, bic f dimcdtcti am beftctu" Unb JRcfaiefc 

jagtc : 
„3lun toal^r^aftig, 3^]^r foUt mir tin l^errlid^e^ ©aftma^I gc* 

Tiic^en. 50 

!Da mir bcfannt ift, iDomit ic^ gud^ bicnc, fo Ia§t un^ ni(]^t 

gaubcm.'' 
©itijc gloubf il^m unb folgtc : fie famcti gur ©d^cune bc« 

?faffen, 
3u bcr lel^memen SBanb. !iDic ^atte 9teincfe gcftcm 
Slug burdiigraben unb ^attc burcl^« 8od| bcm fd^lafcnben ^faffcn 
©einer §a^ne ben beften enttoenbet. ^Dad tooltte Wtaxtini^tn 55 
Siad^en, bed geiftlidfien §erm geliebtcd ©cil)n^cn ; er Iniipfte 
Slug t)or bic £)ffnung ben ®tri(f mit ciner ®(^Ungc; fo 

^offf er 
@eincn ^oijn gu rdd)en am wieberle^renben >Dicbe. 
JReinete tou^f unb mertte fid^ bad unb fagte : „®eliebter 
9?effe, friedjet l^incin gerabe gur Dffnung ; iij ^altc 69 

a33adf)e bat)or, inbeffen 3"^^^ maufet ; ^^l^ werbet gu ©aufen 
®ie im !DunIeIn er^afc^en. D l^dret, toie munter fie pfeifen ! 
©eib 3^r fatt, fo lommt nur guriidt, Q\)x finbct mid) toieben 
^rennen bitrfen voiv nid)t und biefen Slbenb, benn morgen 
®e^en loir frUl^ unb liirgen ben 9Beg mit muntem @t]pxci^ 

d)tn." 65 

„®(aubt Qi)v/* fagte ber Sater, „cd fei l^ier fid^er guMed^en? 
!iDenn ed l^aben mitunter bie ^faffen audi Sofed im ©inne." 
©a oerfej^te ber j^^ij^, ber ©d^elm : „9Ber fonnte bad toiff en ! 
©eib S\)r fo blcibe? SBir ge^en gurildt; ed foil gud^ mein 

©eibd^en 
®ut unb mit GI)ren empfangen, ein f c^madfl^aft gffen bereiten; 70 
SBenn ed aud^ aJiftufe nic^t finb, fo la^t ed und frol^fic^ t)er* 

ge^ren." 
Slber §inge, ber Sater, fprang in bie Dffnung, er fd^Smte 
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@tci^ t)or SRcitiefene fpottenben SEBorten unb ficl in bic ©d^Itngc. 
Sllfo empfanben SRcinefen^ ©cifte bie bofe SetDirtung. 

75 ©a nun ^injc ben Strid an feitiem §alfc t)erf pttrtc, 
gul^r er dngftUdi gufanttnen unD iibereilte fid^ furdjtfatn, 
5Dettn er fprang mit ©eroaft : ba gog ber ©trid fid^ gufamtnem 
SIdftlidi ricf cr 9temelcn gu/bcr aufeer bem 8od^e 
§ord^te, fid) l)dntifcf| erfreute unb fo gur Dffnung ^ineinfpradfi: 
§injc, tt)ie frfimecfcn bie 3Raufe ? Ql)x flnbet fie, glaub' ii), 

80 gemiiftet ; 

aSugte aJiartindjen bod) nur, bag 3^^r f ein SOSilbbret Derge^ret, 
©idler brfid)f er Sud^ ©cnf ; er ift ein l^dfli^er Snabe. 
©inget man fo bei §ofe gum Sffen ? (S« Hingt mir bebenflid^, 
SQSilgt' ic^ 3fegrim nur in biefem 8o^c, fo tt)ie id^ 

86 gudff gu galle gcbrad)t ; cr foUtc mir alfe^ bega^Ien, 
SDSa^ er mir libels gctl^an !" Unb fo ging 9teinefe toeiter* 

gaffet un^ aber guriid nad^ §ingen fe^en. ©er Slrmc, 
5Da er gefangen fic^ fiil^Ite, beflagte nad^ SBeife ber Sater 
©id| erbiirmUd), ba^ ^orte 3Kartindf|en unb fprang au6 bem 

«ette. 

90 ,r®ott fei jDan! ! 3d) ^abe ben ©trid gur glltdli^en ©tunbc 
SBor bie Offnung gefniipft ; ber !Dieb ift gefangen ! S6) benfe, 
SBol^I begal)Ien foU er ben ^al^n !" fo jauc^gte SJiartind^en, 
^iinbete ^urtig ein 8id^t an (im §aufe f^Iiefen bie 8eute), 
SBedte SSater unb 3}hitter barauf unb atle^ ©efinbe ; 
5Rief : „ber gud^^ ift gefangen ! tt)ir tt)ollen i^m bienen." ©ie 

05 famen 

9lHc, grog unb ftein, ja felbft ber ^ater erl^ub fid^, 
aSSarf ein SKantetdfien um ; e« lief mit boppelten Sid^tern 
©eine S5cf)in Doran, unb eilig l^atte SUJartindjen 
ginen ^niittel gefagt unb macfitc fid) iiber ben ^atcr^ 
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Zxaf t^tn ^aut unb ^aupt unb feeing i^m grnnmtg ein Suq 

QUd. 100 

2lIIc fc^Iugen auf tl)n ; c^ fam tnit jadigcr Oabcl 

.t)aftig ber ^Qtcr l^erbci unb glaubtc ben 9t(iuber ju faHcn. 

^in^c badjtc gu fterben ; ba f prang cr totttenb entft^loffen, 

Srfianbetc grimntig ben 3Kann unb v'ddjtt graufant ha^ Sluge. 

®d)rcienb ftiirjte ber ^ater unb fiel ol^nmaditig gur 6rben. ic5 

Unbebad^tfam f^impfte bie Sod)in, e^ tjabe ber leufel 

^ijx gum ?offen ba^ <Spid felbft angertditet. Unb boppelt, 

Dreifadi fdirour fie : wie gem DerWre fie, uare ba^ Unglud 

9?id|t bem §erren begegnet, tl^r bigdien §abe gufammen. 

Qa, fie fd^rour, ein @d|afe Don ®oIbe, wenn fie i!)n l^fitte, no 

(goUte fie tDa^rfid^ nic^t reuen, fie wollf i^n ntiffen. ©o 

jammerf 
@ie bie ®^anbe be6 §erm unb feine f^toere 9Sertt)unbung. 
gnblid) brad)ten fie i^n mit Dielen Slagen gu Sette, 
gie^en C)ingen am ©trid unb l^atten feiner Dergeffen. 

9116 nun ^inge, ber ^atcr, in feiner 9?ot fic^ attein fal^, iis 
ga^t' er au6 8iebe gum ?eben ben ©trid unb nagf il)n be* 

^enbe. 
„®oKf id) mid) tixoa erl5fen Dom gro^en Ubel?" fo bad^f er. 
Unb e^ gelang i^m, ber ©trid gerrife. SBie fanb er fid| 

glUdli^ ! 
gifte, bem Drt gu entfliel^n, wo er fo Diele^ erbultet. 
^aftig fprang er gum 8od)e ^erau6 unb eitte bie Strafe 120 
9Jadf| be6 Sonige^ §of, ben er be6 2JJorgen6 erreid)te. 
2irgerlidf| f^aft er fid) felbft : „®o mupte bennod) ber Jeufel 
S)id) burd) 9teinelen« lUft, be6 bbfen S3errdter6, begmingen ! 
Sommft bu bod) mit Sdianbe guriid, am Sluge geblenbet 
Unb mit ©c^Idgen fd)merglid^ belaben, toie mu^t bu bidf) fc^a* 



ir^ 
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Slbcr bed S5ntged ^om cntbrannte ^cftig, er brautc 
J)ctn aScrrftter ben lob ol^ti' alle ®nabe. jDa lieg er 
©eine 9tate Derfamtneln ; ed famen feine SSaronen, 
(Seine ©eifen ju tl)m, er fragte, mt man ben S^^euter 

130 gnblidi brad)te ju 9ted^t, ber fd^on fo Dieted Derf d^ulbet. 
2lld nun mdt ©efd^werben fief) iiber 9?eine!en ^ouften, 
9tebete ©rimbart, ber !J)acf)d : ,,Sd ntdgen in biefem ©eric^te 
93iele §erren and^ fern, bie SReinefen Ubeld gebenfen, 
ilDod) iDtrb ntemanb bie 9te(f|te bed freien SUJanned Derle^en- 
9iun gum brittenmal nrn^ man il)n forbern. 3ft biefed 

^as gefcfiel^en, 

fiommt er bann nid)t, fo moge bad SRed^t il^n f^ulbig erfennen." 
©a Derfefete ber ffbnig : „^6) fur^te, feiner Don aHen 
(Singe, bem tiidifd^en 3D?anne bie britte Cabung gu bringen, 
aSSer l)at ein 2luge gu Dtel ? tt)er mag Derwegen genug f ein, 

143 8etb unb Seben ju roagen um biefen b5fen Serrater? 
(Seine ©efunbl^eit aufd Spiel gu fe^en unb bennod) am 

(gnbe 
5Reinefen ntd^t gu fteUen ? Q6) benfe, niemanb Derfud^t ed." 

iibertaut Derfe^te ber jDad)d : rf©err fffintg, begel^ret 
Qi)V ed Don mir, fo toill id^ foglei^ bie SSotfc^aft Derrid)ten, 
145 Sei ed, roie ed aud^ fei. SBollt 3^^ tnid^ 5ffenttid) fenben, 
Dber ge^' id^, aid film' x6) Don felber? S\)x bUrft nur 

befe^Ien*'' 
©a befd^ieb i^n ber £5nig: ,,(So gel^t bann! Wit bie Slagen 
^abt Q\)v fdmtfid^ gel)5rt, unb gel^t nur tt)eidtid& gu SBerfe; 
"S^cnn ed ift ein gefa^rlidier SWann.'' Unb ©rimbart Der* 

fefete : 
„®nmal muj id^ ed tt)agen unb ^off il^n bennod^ gu brin- 
160 gen." 

(So betrat er ben ©eg nad) SWatepartud, ber geftc ; 
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5RctneIctt fanb cr bafclbft mit 2Ccib unb fftnbcm utib fagtc : 
„0^cim JRcincfe, feib mir gcgriipt ! ^\ft feib citi gclc^rtcr, 
SBeifcr, Hugcr 3Jiann; luir muffcn uti^ aUc Dcrttjunbcm, 
2Bic ^\)x be« Sdtiigd Sabung Deraditct, \i) fagc, Derfpottct. iss 
©eud^t gud) tiid^t, c« irarc nun 3^it? g^ md^rcn fi^ 

tnttncr 
fflagcn unb bSfc ©erudite t)on alien ©citcn. 3^ci^ rat' gnd^, 
Sontmt nacfi §ofe mit mir, c^ ^ilft kin Idngcre« 3^^^^^* 
aSictc, mefe Scfcf|n)crben [inb Dor ben ^onig gefommcn, 
§eutc tt)crbct 3^i^ tiun gum brittcnmale gcfabcn ; leo 

etellt -3]^r gud^ nid^t, fo feib i^r Derurteift. !l)ann fiil^ret 

bcr £6nig 
(Seine SSafallen ^ierl^er, gud^ eingufc^Iiegen, in biefer 
gefte 3Kafepartu« gurf| ju bclagem : fo ge^et 
3^r mit SEBeib unb Sinbem unb ®ut unb geben gu ®runbe. 
3^r cntflie^et bem Sonige nic^t ; brum ift e6 ^m, beften, les 
Sommt nad^ §ofe mit mir ! g^ mirb an liftiger SBenbung 
gud^ nid^t fe^fen, ^\!fi l^abt fie bereit unb toerbet gud^ ret* 

ten; 
©enn i^r ^abt ja tt)o^I oft, aud^ an geri^tlid^en STagen, 
3lbenteuer beftanben, tt)eit grdfeer ate biefe^, unb immer 
Samt ^^x glUcflid^ bat)on unb gure ®egner in ©d^anbe." no 

©rimbart ^atte gefpro(f)en, unb Sieinefe fagte bagegen : 
Jiycfim,, ^\{t ratet mir tool^I, bag id^ gu ©ofe mid) ftellc, 
SDletnee 9ted|te6 felber gu ma^ren. 3^ ^off^^ ber S'onig 
SBirb mir ®nabe geiDdl^ren ; er tocig, tt)ie fcl^r idf) i^m nii^e ; 
SSlber er toeip aud^, toie fe^r id^ be^l^atb ben anbern Der* 

\^^%i bin. 175 

Dl^ne mid^ fann ber §of nidjt beftcl^n. Unb ptt' id^ nod^ 

gel^nmal 
SPJel^r Derbrod^en, fo \qv!^ id^ e^ fd|on ; fobalb mif^ gelinget, 
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S^m ifju bic aiuflcn gu fel)en unb i^n ju fprcd^cn, ft) fii^It cr 
©cinen 3oni hn ^uf en bcgiDUtigen. 5Detitt freilic^ bcglctten 

180 aside ben S'onig unb lomnten in feinem 9tatc gu fi^en ; 
2lber ed ge^t il^m niemal gu gergen ; [ie finben gufammen 
SBeber 9tat no6) ©inn. ©oc^ bfeibet an icglid^em §ofe, 
S33o id^ immer aud^ fei, bcr 9iatfrf)Iu6 meinem SSerftanbe. 
!J)enn Derfammeln fief) Sonig unb §erren, in fi^Iidien ®a^ 

d^en 

186 Slugen 9?at gu erfinnen, fo mug ii)n JReinefe finben. 
©ad mtBgonnen mir t)iefc. !Die ^ab' iij leiber gu furd^ten, 
Denn fie l^aben ben Slob mir gefd(|tt)oren, unb grabe bic 

S^Iimmften 
©inb am ©ofe Derfammelt, bad ma^t mid) eben befummert. 
ilber ge^en unb 3Racf)tige finb'd, tt)ie fann i^ alleine 

190 aSielen luieberftel^n ? ©rum ^ab' id) immer gegaubert. 
©leid^rool^I finb' irf| ed beffer, mit Sud^ nad) §ofc gu toan^ 

beln, 
SWeine ©ac^e gu tt)a]^ren ; bad foil mel^r (Sl^re mir bringen, 
SKd burd^ 3^ubem mein SBeib unb meine Sinber in 2ingften 
Unb ©efa^ren gu ftiirgen ; toir tDciren alle Derloren. 

195 "^tnn ber Sonig ift mir gu ma(f)tig, unb toad ed audi tt)cire, 
SWugt' id) tt|un, fobalb er^d befie^tt. 933ir fbnnen t)erfud)en, 
Outc SSertrage Dielleidit mit unfern JJeinben gu fc^lie^en." 

JReinefe fagte banad^ : „grau (grmet^n, nel^met ber 

Sinber 
(Qd) em^fel^f ed ©ud)) loa^r, Dor alien anbem bed jUngften, 
Siein^artd ; ed fte^n i^m bie ^aifnt fo artig umd 9Jiaufd(|en ; 
200 i6) l^off , er 

SBirb ber leib^aftige SSater; unb l^ier ift Sioffel, bad 

©d^elmd^en, 
©er mir eben fo lieb ift. O^ tl^ut ben Sinbem gufammen 
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&toa^ }tt gut, faibe^ td^ loeg bin ! Qd^ tttlT^ Sud^ gebenlen, 
^c^r' ic^ iVJiHit!^ gurud unb 3l^r gc^ord^ct ben ©ortcn." 
2Ufo fc^icb cr t)on banncti tnit ©rimbart, fcincm Scgfcitcr, 
8ic6 grau Srmcl^n bort mit bcibcti ©iJ^ncn unb ciltc ; 
Unbcratcn lieg cr fcin ^cax^ j bad fd^mcrjtc bic pc^fuu" 

3eibe tt)aren nod^ nid^t ein ©tiinbd^en SEBege^egangen, 
2lfe gu ©rimbort JRctnelc fprad^ : „2)?ein tcucrftcr D^chn, 
©crtcftcr Orcunb, ic^ mu§ gu^ geftcl^n, id^ bcbc t)or ©or* 

gen. 210 

^d^ entfd)Iage ntid^ ntd^t bed iingftUd^en^ bangen ©ebantend, 
iDag id^ n)trf(id^ bent 2:ob entgegen ge^e. !Da fe^' td^ 
3Jietne ©Unben t)or mir, fo Diel ic^ beren begangen. 
3Jieinen D^etm, ben 53aren, ben l^iett id^ im SSanmc gefangcn; 
^ingen fill^rf td| nad| SDiiiuf en ; aUein, am ©tridte ge^alten, 215 
3Jiu|t' er oieled erbulben unb ^at fcin 5luge t)erloren. 
Unb fo Haget audi penning mit JRed^t, id^ raubf il^m bie 

Sinber, 
®ro§' unb tteine, toic id^ fie fanb, unb lieg fie mir fd^medten* 
©etbft t)erf(f)onf id^ bed Soniged ni(f)t, unb mand^erlei 

XMtn 
libt id^ fiil^nlid^ an il^m unb an ber ^onigin fetter ; 220 

©pat Dertoinbet fic'd nur. Unb roeiter mu^ id^ bcfennen : 
3^fegrim ^ab' id^, ben 3BoIf, mit alfem gtei^e gefdifinbet ; 
3lt(ed gu fagen, fftnb' id^ nidf^t ^tit ©0 l^ab' id^ il^n immer 
©d^erjcnb D^eim genannt, unb toir finb leine S}ertt)anbte. 
ginmal, cd roerben nun balb fed|d ^al^re, lam er na^ Slhnar 225 
3u mir ind fflofter, id^ tool^nte bafelbft, unb bat mid) um 

33eiftanb, 
©eil er titn ein 5Kfind^ gu toerben gebfid^te. '!£)a^, mcinf er, 
SSttr* ein ^anbwerl fur it)n, unb gog bie ®IodEe» !5)ad 
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Srcttf ifftt fo fc^r! Qi) banb i^tn barauf btc Dorbcrcn 



880 SDWt bcm ©cilc guf ammctt, cr mar cd juf rtcben unb ftatib f o, 
3og uttb crluftigtc fic^ unb fd^icn ba^ gftutcn ju Icrncn. 
iDod^ cd fottf i^m bic Sunft gu fcl)Icd^tcr gl^rc gebct^cn, 
!J)enn er ISutctc ju tt)ie toll unb tl^brid^t. Sic Scute 
gicfcn etitg bcftttrjt au& alien ©tra^en gufammen, 

285 !iDenn fie glaubten, e« f ei ein gro^e^ Unglud begegnet ; 
Ramtn unb fanbcn i^n ba, unb cff er fid) eben crfldrte, 
!J)a§ er ben geiftlid^en ©tanb ergreifen tooUe, fo toar er 
SBon ber bringenben aJlenge beina^ gu tobe gef(f)lagen. 
'^tnnoif bel^arrte ber Il^or auf feinem SSorfafe unb bat mxdj, 

240 2)a§ td^ il^m foBte mit gl^ren gu etner ^latte Der^elfen ; 
Unb id^ lte§ il^m ba^ ^aar auf feinem ©d^eitel Derfengen, 
!J)a§ bie ©d^warte baoon gufantmenfd^runtpfte. ®o l^ab' id^ 
Dft il^m ^rttgel unb ©toge mit oieler @cl)anbe bereitet. 
gtf^e letjrf id^ il^n fangen, fie finb i^m ilbel befommen. 

245 ginmal f olgf er mtr aud^ im ^ttlid^er 8anbe, toir f^lic^en 
3u ber SBo^nung be^ ^faffen, bed retd^ften in bortiger 

©egenb* 
©incn ©peid^er l^atte ber SWann mit Wftlid^en ©c^infen, 
gauge ©eiten bed garteften ©pedtd oerioa^rf er baneben, 
Unb ein frifd^ gefalgened gleifd^ befanb fi^ im 2^roge. 

250 Durd^ bie fteineme SDlauer gelang ed Of egrim enblid^ 
(Sine ©palte gu Irafeen, bie il^n gemSd^lit^ ^iuburd^ lie^, 
Unb id^ trieb i^n bagu, ed trieb i^n feine Segierbe. 
Slber ba fount' er fi^ nid^t im ilberfluffe begtoingen, 
tibermftfeig fiiUt' er fid^ an; ba l^emmte gett)altig 

855 !J)cn gcf ^wollcnen 8eib unb feine 5RUdEf el^r bie ©palte* 
Slc^, ttJte flagt' er fie an, bie ungetreue: fie Keg i^n 
^ungrig ^inein unb ttjollte bem ©atten bie SRildtfel^r Der* 

toel^ren. 
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Unb icj^ tnad^tc barauf em groped gfiraten im IDorfc, 

!Ca§ ic^ bic SWcnfd^cn errcgte, bie ©purcn bed SSoIfed ju 

finben. 
©etttt idf| lief in bie SBol^nung bed ^faffen unb traf il^n beim 

Sffen, 260 

Unb ein fetter Sapaun toarb eben Dor il^n getragen, 
SBol^I gebraten; id^ fdinappte banad^ unb trug il^n t)on bannen. 
©aftig toollte ber ^faffe ntir nac^ unb farmtc, ba ftieg er 
ilber ben ©aufen ben lifd^ mit ©peifen unb allent (Setranfc. 
^©d^Iaget, toerfet, fanget unb fte^et !" fo rief ber ergrintmte 265 
^ater unb fiel unb lul^fte ben 3om (er l^atte bie ^fiifte 
S^id^t gefel^en) unb lag. Unb aUe !anten unb fd}rieen: 
rr®d[|lagt!" id^ rannte baDon unb l)inter mir alle gufammen, 
!Die mir bad ©c^Iimmfte gebad^ten. Sim meiftcn litrmte ber 

^faffe: 
„®eld^ etn t)ertt)egetter !Dieb ! gr nal^m bad §u^n mir Dom 

Unb fo lief td^ Doraud, bid gu bem ©peid^er, ba lieg id^ 
3Biber U)illen bad ©ul^n gur grbe fallen, ed toaxb mir 
gnblid^ leiber gu f^roer; unb fo Derlor mid^ bie SD?engc« 
2lber fie fanben bad ©u^n, unb ba ber $ater ed aufl^ub, 
SBarb er bed SBolfed im ©peid^er gemal^r, ed fal^ i^n ber 

©aufen- 275 

SlCen rief ber ^ater nun ju: r,©ie^er nur! unb trefft i^nl 
Und ift ein anberer ©ieb, ein S03olf, in bic gftnbe gef alien ! 
Sam' er baton, toir toaren befdjimpft; ed lad^te toa^r^aftig 
SlUed auf unfrc Soften im gangen ^iilid^er ganbe/ 
SBad er nur f onnte, bad)te ber SBolf . 5Da regnef ed ©d^tfige 280 
§ie^er unb bort^cr il^m iibcr ben 8eib unb fd^merglid^e SEBunben. 
SlHe fd^rien, fo laut fie lonntcn; bie iibrigen Sauern 
giefen gufammen unb ftredttcn filr tot il^n gur grbe baniebcr. 
©rfi^cred SBel^ gefd^a^ il^m nod) nie, fo lange er auc^ lebte. 



,,Sei6 gefd?aftit), es gitt 1 3*?r f(itl>cl gfiiiaftete Ejcniicti." 
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MsSWalf cd cincr auf i?cmtt)Qttb, e« todvt fcltfam gu fcl^cn, 
SBic er bctn ^faffen ben ©pcd unb fcinc ©^inlcn bcja^Itc. 
Sluf bic ©tragc ttjarfcti fie i^n unb fdjleppten i\)n eitig 
liber ©tod unb ©tein; e« ttjar fein 8eben gu fpiiren. 
Unb er ^attc ficfi unrein gemacfit, ba tuarf man mit Slbfd^eu 

290 aSor bad !Dorf i^n tjinaud; er lag in f djlamntiger ®rube, 
!iDcnn fie glaubten i^n tot. 3n [otd^er fc^mfil^Iid^en G^nmad^t 
ffltieb er, id^ tt)ci§ nic^t toie langc, bttox er fein Slenb gema^r 

toavi, 
®te er nod^ enblid^ entfomnten, bad l^ab' id^ niemald erfa^ren. 
Unb bod^ fd^tour er l^emad^ (ed lann ein 3al^r fein), mir 

immer 
2:reu unb gemiirtig gu b(eiben ; nur ^at ed ntd^t (ange ge« 

296 bauert. 

Denn toarum er mir fdjtour, bad fonnf id^ leid^tlid) begrelfen. 
®eme ^atf er einmaf fid^ fatt an ^ii^nern gegeffen. 
Unb bamit id^ i^n tud^tig betrbge, bcfcf)rieb ic^ il^m emftlid^ 
Sinen S3aKen, auf bem fid) ein §a^n bed Slbenbd gewol^nlid^ 

aoo 5Keben fieben giil^nem gu fefeen pflegte. !iDo fft^rf xd) 
Q\)n im ftillen bei 3ta6)t, ed l^atte gwdtfe gefd^Iagen, 
Unb ber 8aben bed genfterd, mit feid^ter 8atte geftii^t, 
©tanb (trf| tougf ed) nod^ offen. Q(i) t^at, aid tooHf td^ 

l^inein gel^n; 
aber id^ fd)miegte mid^ an unb Iie§ bem Otieim ben SSortritt 

305 „®ti)tt frei nur l^inein!'' fo fagf id^. ^SSSoIIt il^r gett)innen, 
®eib gefd^ftftig, ed gilt ! S\)v finbet gemaftete ^ennen.'' 
®ar bebSd^tig frodfi er l^inein unb taftete leife 
^ier** unb ba^in unb fagte gutejjt mit gomigen ®orten: 
„D, toie fatirt S¥ ^i^ f d)Ie(f)t ! i^ flnbe toa^rlid^. Don 

^ul^nem 

Biofleine geber." Qd) \pxa(t): „!J)ie t)ome Jjflegten gu fifeen, 
§ab' id) fetber gef)oIt, bie anbem fiften bal^tntcn. 
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®t\)t nur unDcrbroffen toxan unb trctct bc^utfatn.'' 

grcilic^ ber S3al!ett tear fc^mal, auf bcm toir gingctt. Q6) 

^tnmer t)oraud unb ^telt mid^ gurttd unb briidte mid) rud^ 

loartd 
SSSicbcr jutn gctiftcr ^inaud unb jog am ©oljc; ber 8abcn sis 
@(^Iug unb Koppte : bad fu^r bent SBoIf in bie ©lieber unb 

fc^rerff i^n; 
3tttcmb jjlumpf cr ^inab t)om fd^ntalcn S3allcn jur Srbc, 
Unb erfc^rodcn crwadjtcn bic 8cutc, fie fd^Iiefen am geuer* 
„®agt, toad fiel gum genfter herein ?" fo riefen fie alle, 
5Rafften be^enbe fid^ auf, unb eilig brannte bie gampe. 320 

3n ber gcf e fanben fie il^n unb ft^lugen unb gerbten 
3f^m geiDaltig bad geH; mid^ tounbert, toie er cntfommen/ 

Unb fo tear bie Seid^te Dotlenbet, 35a gingen fie welter 
5Ka^ bed Sonigcd §of. ©er fromme ©rimbart unb jcner 
^amen burd^ fdtitoargtit^e fette ©cbreite; fie fa^en ein fiIofters25 
JRed^ter ©anb bed SBeged; ed bienten geiftlid^e grauen 
©pat unb frill^ bem §errcn bafelbft unb nal^rten im ©ofe 
SSiele §iil^ner unb §al^ne, mit mand^em fc^Cnen Sa|)aune, 
SBeld^e nad^ gutter guweilen fidfi aufeer ber 3Jiauer gerftreuten. 
5Reinefe pflegte fie oft gu befud^en. ©a fagf er guOrimbart: aao 
wUnfer fitrgefter SBeg ge^t an ber SJfauer Dorilber." 
2lber er meinte bie ^iil^ner, tok fie im greien fpagierten. 
!J)a t)erbre^te ber ©d^all bie gierigen Slugen im Sopfc, 
Qa, t)or alien gefiel i^m ein ^ai)n, ber Jung unb gemaftet 
©inter ben anbem fpagierte, ben fagt' er treulic^ ind Sluge, sas 
©aftig fprang er Winter il^m brein; ed ftoben bie gebenu 

©ie tamta 
Um bad lEtofter ^erum in i^re ®tra§c, fie mugten 
iiber ein fd^maled SrildEc^en ^iniiber, unb {Reinele Midttt 
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840 SBicbcr nad) ben ©iil^ticm gurUd; cr gtoang fit^ t)ergcbctt^. 
^citte Jctnanb bad §au^t tl^m abgcfd^lagcti, cd irfirc 
5Ka^ bctt ©Ul^nern gepflogcn; fo l^cftig mar bic SScgierbc, 

©rimbart faf) cd unb rief : „SBo (a§t 3^^r, SRcffc, bic 3lugcn 
©ieber fpagicren ? gurraal^r, ^l^r fcib cin ^afeltdier 9Sielfra| !" 

346 5Remefe [agtc barauf: „!J)a« mac^t Q\)t ilbcl, ©err D^cim! 
Ubcrcilct guc^ tiid^t unb ftbrt nic^t mcinc ©ebctc; 
Sagt ein "ipatemoftcr tnic^ fpredien. !Ctc ©celen bcr ©u^ncr 
Unb bcr ©dnfe bcbUrfcn cd ttol^t, fo Did tc^ ben 5Ronnen, 
Dtefcn l^eifigcn graucn, burd^ meine Slugl^cit cntriffen.'' 
©rtmbart fc^iuieg, unb SReinele gu(f)« Dertoanbte bad ^axOft 

850 nid)t 

3Son ben ©iil^ncrn, fo lang cr fie fal^. ©od^ enblid^ gelangten 
®ie gur red^ten ©trafec gurtid unb na^tcn bem ©ofe. 
Unb ate SRcineIc nun bie S3urg bed Sbnigd crblicf te, 
S93arb er innig betriibt; benn t|eftig mar er befc^ulbigt. 
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an« mail bci ©ofc t>ttmljra, e« lotnmc JRcincfc totrHid^, 
Drangtc fid^ jcber ^erau«, i^n gu fd^ti, btc ©rofeen unb ^Icl* 

nen, 
SSBcniflc frcunblidi gcfmnt, faft aUc fatten gu flagetu 
Slber SRcincIen bcucfitc, >bQ« fci Don Iciner SScbcutung ; 
©cnigften^ ftcllf er fid^ fo, ba cr mit ©rimbart, bcm IDad^fc, s 
3^e^o brcift unb gtcrlic^ bic ^o^c ®tra|c balder ging. 
SIKutig fam cr ^cran unb gelaffcn, al« tottr' cr bc« SiJntg^ 
gigener ©o^n unb frci unb lebig Don atlen ©ebred^en. 
Qa, fo trat er Dor 9?obeI, ben S5ntg, unb ftanb im ^alafte 
3Jiitten unter ben ©enen ; er iru^te ftd^ rul^ig gu ftellen. lo 

„6blcr iJdnig, gniibigcr §err!" bcgann cr gu fprcd^en; 
„@bel feib S^x unb grog, ton gl^rcn unb SSSurben bcr crfte ; 
©arum bitt' id^ t)on @udf|, ntid^ l^eutc red^tlid^ gu I^Cren* 
Scincn trcuercn SDiener l)at Sure ftirftli^e @nabe 
3c gcfunben ate mtd^, ba^ barf td^ fu^nlitf) bet)aujjten« is 

SSicIe iDcig td& am §ofe, bic mid^ bariiber Dcrfolgen. 
(Sure grcunbfd^aft lofirb' id) oerlieren, wofemc bie Sttgen 
aWctncr geinbe, tote fie ed tofinf^en, Sud^ glaublid^ erf^icnen; 
5lber gIUcfItd^ertt)eifc bebenft S¥ l^flK^^ti SSortrag, 
$5rt ben ©cMagten fo gut ate ben SIfiger; unb ^abcn fie 

Dieted 20 

5Kir im JRildcn gelogen, fo bleib' ic^ ru^ig unb benfe : 
aWeine 2;reue Icnnt Qf)x genug, fie bringt mir JBerfoIgung.'' 

fi6 
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„@d&tt)tiBctI'' m't^tt bcr Sdnig ; „cd ^tlft fete ©d^toafeeti 

unb ©c^tneid^cfn, 
Sucr grct)el ift tout, unb gud^ ertoartet bic (Strafe. 
25§abt 3^^r ben grieben ge^alten, ben tcf| ben Steren geboten? 
Senid^ gefd^tooren? !Da ftel^t bergal^n! 3t|r l^abt il^m 

bie ^inber, 
iJalf^er, leibtger ®ieb ! ein^ nad) bem anbem entriffen. 
Unb wie fieb 3^r mid) l^abt, ba« tooflt ^l^r, gfaub' id^, be* 

ttjeifen, 
®enn ^l^r mein SBinfe^n [^md^t unb meine !iDiener befc^a* 

bigt. 
30 ©eine ©efunbl^eit t)erIor ber arnte ©inge ! ®te langfam 
SBirb ber Dertounbete Sraun Don f einen ©corner jen gencf en ! 
Slber i^ f ^clf gud) nic^t tociter. liDenn l^ier finb Sllager bie 

SUJenge, 
ajieic bewtefene 2t)aten, Qi)x mCc^tet [dtimerlic^ entfommen*" 

„SSin 16), gniibiger ©en, be«tt)egen ftrafbar?'' t)erfefetc 
asSReinefe, „Sann id^ baDor, ttjenn ^raun mit blutiger ^futte 
SBieber gurtidffe^rt ? SBagf er fid) bod& unb ttJoHte Dermeffett 
SRitfteDiete ©onig uerje^ren ; unb lanten bie tolpifd^en 33auem 
Ol^m ju Setbe, fo ift er \a ftarl unb mcid^tig an ©liebem; 
®dS)tugen unb fc^impf ten fie il^n, el^ er in^ SBaffer gefommen, 
40©atf er aid riiftiger aJiann bie Sd^anbe biUig gerod^en, 
Unb wenn ©inje, ber Sater, ben id^ mit gljren entpfangen, 
5KacI) aSermdgen bemirtet, fid) nic^t Dom ©te^ten ent^alten, 
Oti bie ffiol^nung be« ^faffen, fo fel)r id) i^n treulic^ Der* 

toamte, 
®id^ bei 9?ad^t gefd^Iid)en unb bort road iibeld erfal^ren : 
45 ©ab' id^ Strafe uerbient, meil iene tt)6rid|t ge^anbelt ? 
gurer filrftli^en Srone gefd^al^e ba« toal^rfid^ gu na^e I 
2)oc^ ^f)v mbget mit mir nad) gurem SBillen Derfaliren 
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Uttb, fo Hat audi ^^^ ^^^ P^ i^*9^' bclicbtg Derfilgctt, 
SKag c« jum iRuftcn, mag c« gum ©c^abcn and) immcr gc* 

reic^en. 
@olI id) gefotten, gebraten, geblenbet ober ge^angen so 

©crbcn obcr gef 5pf t, f o mag c« cbcn gcf c^cl^cn ! 
2lUc finb tt)tr in Surer ®ttoa% 3^r ^abt un« in ©ftnbcn. 
SKclc^tig fcib Ql)x unb [tart, tt)a« toibcrftimbc bcr ©c^tuadjc? 
©oKt 3^r mic^ tottn, bad ttJiirbc fiirttja^r cin gcringcr ®c* 

toinn f cin. 
!Doc^ ed lomme, U)ad iDiU ; ic^ fte^e reblic^ }U Slec^te/ ss 

!Da bcgann bcr SBibber ScC^n : „2)ie 3«t if* gcfommcn, 
Safet un« flagen !'' Unb 3fc9ri^ I^iJi inlt fctncn SScnoonbtcn, 
^ini5c, bcr Satcr, unb Sraun, bcr 53ar, unb S^ierc gu ®(f|a* 

ren. 
auc^ ber Sfcl Solbcwtjn lorn unb gamjjc, bcr ©afc, 
SBacf crIo« tarn, ba« gUnbd^cn, unb 5R^n, bte !Dogge, bie 3iege w 
SWette, ^ermcn, ber SSod, baju bad Sic^l^om, bic ©tcfel 
Unb bad ©crmclin. %xi) xoaxtn bcr Dd^d unb bad $fcrb 

nid^t 
8lu§cn gcbltcbcn; bancbcn crfa^ man bieS^iere bcr SBilbnid, 
aid ben ©trfc^ unb bad 9tcl) unb Sodfcrt, ben Sibcr, ben 

SKarbcr^ 
!Dad ilaninc^en, ben Sbcr, unb aCc briingtcn etnanber. «6 
Sartolt, bcr ©torc^, unb SKartart, bcr ©d^cr, unb giitlc, bcr 

Sranid^, 
glogcn ^eriiber; cd melbetcn fid^ aud^ S^bblc, bie @ntc, 
W)txt>, bic ©and, unb anbcre mc^r mit i^rcn 53cfd^tt)crbcn. 
penning, bcr traurige §al^n, mit feinen tocnigen Sinbem 
^lagte l^cftig; cd lamcn ^erbci unga^Iigc 2J6geI to 

Unb bcr STicre fo Did, tocr ttJiigtc bic SKcnge gu nennen ? 
SlQe gingcn bem i^tc^d gu Scibe, fie ^offten, bie f^et^el 
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SRutt gur ©prad^e gu bringcn unb fcinc (Strafe gu fcl)ctu 
SJor ben Sbnig brangten fie fid^ mit ^eftigen 5Reben, 

76 ^auften Slagen auf fijlagen, unb alf unb neue ©efd^ic^ten 
^ra^ten fie Dor. SRan ^atte nod) nie an e i n e nt ©eric^t^ 

tag 
SSor be* flonigc* Jl)ron fo uicle 53ef(f|n)erben ge^5ret- 
9ieinete ftanb unb ipugte barauf gar fimftlid) gu bienen : 
I)entt ergriff er bad SBort, fo fIo§ bie gierlic^e 9tebe 

80 ©einer (gntf d^ulbigung ^er, ate toiir' e« lautere SBa^r^eit ; 
Sltte* tougf er beifeitc gu le^nen unb alle* gu ftellen* 
$5rte man i^n, man .U)unberte fid^ unb glaubf i^n entfc^ul' 

bigt, 
3fa, er ^atte noc^ ttbrige* 9ted^t unb Diele« gu ffaQcn. 
Slber e« ftanben guleftt tt)al)rl)aftige reblid^e SWfinner 

» ®egen SReinelen auf, bie tuiber il)n geugten, unb aCe 
©eine iJreuel fanben \x6) flar. 9f?un war e* gefd^e^en I 
©enn im 5Rate be« flCnig* mit e i n e r ©timme bef djlot man : 
„9teinefe guc^d fel fc^ulbig be« Sobe* ! ©o foil man il)n 

fa^en, 
©oil i^n binben unb ^ftngen an feinem ©alfe, bamit er 

90 ©eine fc^meren S$erbrec^en mit f c^m&^Iic^em S^obe t^erbii^e." 

Sfefet gab 9teinefe felbft bad ©plel Derloren; e« fatten 
©eine Ilugen SBorte nur tuenig gel^olfen. ©er Sfinig 
©prac^ bad Urteil felber. !Da f c^webte bcm lof en SSerbrec^er, 
Site fie i^n fingen unb banben, fein flaglid^ed gnbe Dor Slugen* 

95 SBie nun nad^ Urteil unb 5Rec^t gebunben 9teinele baftanb, 
©cine geinbe \x6) regten, gum 2^ob il^n eilenb gu fU^ren, 
©tanben bie greuube betroffen unb toaren fc^merglic^ befitau* 

mert. 
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Tlaxtin, ber Slffe, tnit ©rimbart unb Dtelen and 9?etnefen9 

Ungern gotten fie an bo^ Urteil unb trauerten aCe 
3JfeI)r, ate man bad^te. Denn SWeinefe war ber erften Saronen loo 
giner unb ftanb nun entfefet Don alien S^ren unb SBUrben 
Unb 3um fd^md^Iidien 2^obe Derbamntt. 2Bie niu|te ber anblid 
Seine SSerwanbten en^Joren I ®ie nal^men alle gufammen 
Uriaub Dom ^Onige, riiumten ben §of, fo riele fie ©aren, 

9lber bem £bntge tt)arb ed Derbrieglic^, bag i^n fo Diele los 
atitter uerliepen. (S« geigte fic^ nun bte SKenge SSttuanbten, 
®ie fic^, mit SReineten^ 2:ob fe^r ungufrieben, entfemten. 
Unb ber SCnig fprocf) gu einem feiner aSertrauten : 
„55reiKc^ ift 9?einefe bo^tjaft, allein man follte bebenfen, 
aSiele feiner SSermanbten finb ni6)t gu entbe^ren am ©ofe*** no 

Slber S'f^S^i^/ 53raun unb §inge, ber Sater, fie toaren 
Um ben ©ebunbnen flefcl)af% fie toollten bie fc^dnblid^e 

©trafe, 
®ie e« ber ^5nig gebot, an il^rem ^Jeinbe uoMgie^en, 
gii^rten i^n ^aftig ^inau^ unb fat)en ben (Salgen Don feme, 
©a begann ber Sater erboft gum SBoIfe gu fpredjen: ns 

„5Kun bebenlet, §err 3fegrim, tool)!, loie 9?einele bamate 
2lHe^ tl)at unb betrieb, toie feinem §affe gelungen, 
guern Sruber am ©algen gu fe^n» 2Bic gog er fo frol^Iid) 
ajiit il)m ^inau^I aSerfaumet x\)m ni^t bie ©c^ulb gu 

bega^kn. 
j Unb gebentet, ©err 53raun, er f^at guct) fc^anblit^ Derraten, lao 
I guc^ in SRufteDtete §ofe bem groben, gornigen aSoIte, 
3Kannem unb SBeibem, treulo^ geliefert unb ©d^Iftgen unb 

SBunben 
Unb ber ©d^anbe bagu, bie atterorten belamtt ift 
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§abet a(^t unb l^altct jufatnntcn! gnttam' er uti^ l^cute, 
125 SCtttttc fern SBife i^n befrein unb feme liftigcn Sidnfe, 
9?icinal« wilrb' un« bic ©tunbe bcr fiigcn 9tad|e befc^ert fcitt 
Safet un« eilctt unb radjcn, toa^ cr an alien Dcrf d^ulbet !** 

Sfegrim fprac^: „So« ^clfcn bic SBortc? (Scfc^tDinbc 

uerfdiafft mir 
gtncn tuc^tigcn ©trid; wir toollcn bic Qual i\)m t)tc^ 

lUrjcn,'' 
laoaifo fpraiJ^cn fie ttjiber ben gud^d unb gogen bie (Stra|e. 

5lber 5ReineIe ^5rte fie fdjWeigenb ; boc^ enblic^ begann er: 
„T)a il^r fo graufam mic^ l^afet unb toblic^e 9taci)e begel)ret, 
©iffet i^r boc^ lein Snbe ju finben! SBic ntu§ ic^ mic^ 

ttjunbem ! 
§inge ttJiifete xooljl 9tat ju einem tac^tigcn ©tridfe; 
186 !j)cnn er ^at il)n gepriift, ate in be« ^faffen Sel^aufung 
Sr fic^ nad^ aWaufen ^inablieg unb nidjt mit g^ren ba* 

Don fam, 
aber Sfcflw^/ S^^r ^^^ Sraun, i^r eilt ja gcmaltig, 
guren Dl)eini gum Jobe gu bringen; il)r meint, c^ gelange.** 

Unb ber Sonig erl^ob fic^ mit alien ©erren be6 §ofc^, 
140 Urn ba« Urteil DoUftrecfen ju fe^n; e« fdjlofe an ben 3wg ^id) 

2lu(^ bie SiJnigin an, Don i^ren grauen begleitet; 

©inter il^nen ftrtintte bie SKenge ber Slvnten unb 9teic^en; 

Sllle tt)iinfd|ten SWeinefend Sob unb ttJoUten il^n fe^en. 

Ofegrim fprac^ inbe^ mit feinen 9Sera)anbten unb ^Jreunben 
145 Unb ermal^nete fie, ja, f eft on einanber gefdjloffen, 

8luf ben gebunbenen guc^« ein ttjac^fam 2luge gu l^aben ; 

Denn fie filrt^teten immer, e6 mogte ber ^luge fi(^ retten. 

@einwn ^eib^ befal)I ber ?SoIf befonberd: ffSbd beinem 
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gcbcn ! fiel^c tnir gu unb t|ilf ben 53ofctt)tc^t l^altcn ! 
Scim' cr Io6, toir ttjitrbcn c« allc gar fdjmal^Itc^ cttn^finbcn,'' iw 
Unb gu Sraunen fagf cr: „®ebcnlct, toic cr @u(^ l^Sl^ntc; 
allied Wnnt' ^l^r il^m nun rait rctt^Kd^cn 3i^f^ bcga^Icn* 
^ingc ffettcrt unb foil un^ ben ©trid ba oben bcfcftcn; 
^altet ilju unb ftc^ct mir bet, ic^ riicfc bie getter: 
aSenig SKinuten, fo foir^ um biefen ©c^elmen getJ^on fein l" 155 
IBraun Derfe^te: ^©teUt nur bie Setter, id^ toiC tl^n fd^on 

tialten.'' 

„<Stljt bo(^ I** fagte 9?einele brauf, „mt feib il^r gefd^fifttg, 
gurcn Ol^eim gum Jobe gu bringen ! Otjr f olltet tl^n el^er 
(Sd)u^en unb fdiimien unb, war' er in 5Rot, euc^ fetner cr^* 

barmen. 
®erne bdf ic^ um ®nabe, allein toa^ fount' e« mir ^elfen ? i«o 
2lber foil e^ nun itber mid) ge^n, fo tooUf id), ed ttjfire 
fflalb get^an, ®o lam auc^ mein SSater in fd^redlid^e 5Koten, 
£)od) am Snbe ging e^ gefd^toinb, @^ begleiteten freilid^ 
5Kic^t fo tiele ben fterbenben SKann. !Do(^ woUtet i^r Ifinger 
3Rid^ loerfdjonen, e« mit^f euc^ gemig gur ®d)anbe gerei^en." i«5 
„§ort \\jx," fagte ber Sar, „tt)ie trofeig ber fflofett)id)t rebet? 
3^mmer, immer l^inauf I e« ift fein Snbe gelommeu.'' 

^ngftlic^ hai)tt 9teinele nun: „£), med)f id) in biefen 
©rogen 9?oten gefc^toinb toad gliidlid) ?Jeue« erfinnen, 
£)a5 ber S5nig mtr gnabtg ba^ 8eben fd^enfte unb biefe iro 
©rimmigen geinbe, bie brei, in ©d^aben unb (gd{)anbe ge* 

rieten ! 
8a§t un« atte6 bebenlen, unb l^elfe, tt)a« lielfen lann ! benn 

l^ter 
®ilt ed ben §afe, bie 9?ot ift bringenb, tote foil id^ ent* 

f ommen ? 
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Srae* flbel l^auft \\S) auf mxi). @« i\ixntt ber R'6nii, 
I'J'saD^etTic grcunbe finb fort unb nteinc JJcinbc gctoaltig. 
©eltctt l^ob' i(^ tt)a6 ®utce get^an, bic ©tortc bc« «ontg«, 
©cittcr 3Jate SSerftanb ttjol^rl^aftig ttjcnig gcac^tet. 
aSiclc« l^ab' tc^ ucrfc^ulbct unb l^offte bctinod^, metn Ungltid 
SBicbcr gu ttjcnbctt- ©clangc tnir'd nur, gum SBortc gu 

lommen, 
^SMjxlidf, fie l^iengcn tnld^ nidft; \6) laffc bic ©offnung nic^l 
180 fal^rcn." 

Unb cr ttjanbtc barauf fid^ Don bcr Seiter gunt SSolIc, 
5Ricf : ,,i)cl& fe^c ben Zoh uor tneincn Slugcn unb tDcrb' il^m 
9?ict)t ctttgeI)Ctt. 5Kur bitt' ic^ cuc^ alle, fo Dicic mid) l^Sren, 
Urn citt 2Benigc6 nur, bcDor ic^ bic (Srbc ucrlaffc, 

185 ©erne tnoc^f id^ uor cud) in allcr 2Bat|rl)cit bic Scidjtc 
5Ko(^ gum Icfttcnmal offcntlid^ fprcc^cn unb rcblid) bclcnncn 
5inc« tibcl, ba6 ic^ gctl)an, bamit nid^t cin onbrcr 
gtma bicfc« unb icnc«, uon mir im ftillcn bcgangncn 
Unbclannten 9Scrbrcc^cn6 bcrcinft bcgic^tigct wcrbc; 

190 ©0 Dcr^iit' idd gulct^t nod) mand^cS tibcl, unb ^offcn 
£ann id^, c^ wcrbe mir'd ®ott in alien ®nabcn gcbcnicn." 

aside iammerte ba«. ®ic fprad^cn untcrcinanbcr : 
„^Icin ift bic Sittc, gcring nur bic iJrift!'' ©ic batcn ben 

fi^onig, 
Unb bcr fi'onig ucrgdnnf c6. !Da ttjurb' e« 9feinelcn toicber 
195 gttt)a6 Icic^ter um^ §crg, cr l^offtc gWdflidjen 2lu6gang ; 
®Ieic^ bcttuir er ben 5Roum, bcr il)m gegonnt tt)ar, unb fagtc: 

„SpirituB Domini l^clfe mir nun! Qi) fcl^c nic^t ctnen 
Uttter ber jrofen SBerfammlung, ben tc^ nic^t irgcnb be 

fd)abtgt 
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grft, id) roar nod^ ein IJcincr, ba folgf id) tneinen ©cgierben 
Untcr bic iungcn Catntncr unb 3*^9^^/ ^i^ ^^f^^ti ^^^ C^crbc aoo 
©tc^ im grcicn gcrftrcutcn ; x6) ^ortc bic blbfcnben ©timmeti 
®ar gu gcmc, ba liiftete mic^ mi) Icdfcrcr ©pcife, 
?crnte l^urtig fie fcnncn. ©in fiammc^en big id) gu tobc, 
gecftc ba« «Iut, c« fditncdtc mtr B^tlxi), unb totctc roeitcr 
SJicr ber jUngften S'^tqcn unb afe fie unb iibtc mid) fcrncr; so6 
©parte leine SSogel, noc^ ^iil^ner, noc^ gnten unb ®anfe, 
SBo id) fie fanb, unb t|abe gar nianct|e« im ©anbe uergraben, 
SBa6 i^ geft^Iac^tet unb toa^ mir nic^t ailed gu effen beliebte. 

!Dann begegnef ed mir, in einem ©inter am Sil^eine 
8emf ic^ Of^flri^ fennen, er lauerte l^inter ben 53aumen» 210 
®Ieic^ oerfid^ert' er mir, id) fei and feinem ©efc^led^te, 
Qa, er ttjugte m.ir gar bie ®rabe ber ©ippfdiaft am Singer 
SJorguredinen. Qd) lieg mir'« gefallen; toir fd^Ioffen ein 

Siinbni« 
Unb gelobten einanber, ate treue ©efellen gu iDanbem; 
Seiber follf tc^ baburc^ mir manc^ed ttbel bereiten* as 

SBir burct)ftrici)en gufammen bad 8anb, ©a fta^l cr bad 

®ro6e, 
©ta^I ic^ bad S'leine* ^a^ toir gettjonnen, bad foCte gemein 

fein; 
9lber ed war nid^t gemein, tt)ie billig: er teilte nac^ SBilllitr; 
5Kiemald empfing id) bie §alfte. Qa, ©djlimmered ^ab' ic^ 

erfal^ren. 
SSSenn er ein S'alb fic^ geraubt, fic^ einen S33ibber erbeutet, 2»o 
SOSenn ic^ im iiberflug fifeen il^n fanb, er eben bie ^itQt, 
iJrifd) gefd^Iact|tet, t)erge^rte, ein SSod il)m unter ben Slauen 
Sag unb gappelte, grinff er mic^ an unb fteDte fid) grdmlic^, 
Sirieb mic^ fnurrenb l^iniDcg: fo iDar mein Jeil i\)m geblteben* 
^mmer ging ed mir fo, ed mod^te ber ^raten fo grog fetn^ m 
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Site cr tooUtt. Qa, toenn c« gcfd^ati, bag toir in ©cfeBf^aft 
©incn Deafen gcfangcn, toir cine ^1^ un6 gciDonncn, 
®Iei(j^ erfdiiencn fetn SOBcib unb fiebcn Sinbcr unb warfcn 
iibcr bic 53cutc fid^ l^er unb brangtcn mic^ l^tntcr bic aKal)Igcit. 

880 flctne atippe lonnt' id) eriangcn, fie ttJttre benn ganjftc^ 
®Iatt unb troden genagt; ba^ foUtc ntir aCe^ gefaUcn! 
2lber, ®ott fei gebanit, id^ litt be^toegen nid^t ©unger; 
©etntlid^ na^rf id^ mic^ tool^I uon meinem l^enlid^en ®cl^a|e, 
25on bent ©ilber unb ®otbe, ba« ic^ an fic^erer ©tatte 
©eintUd^ uema^re; be6 ^ab' icf) genug. (S« fc^afft mtr toa^r* 

836 l^afttg 

3^n fetn SBagen l^inweg, unb ttjenn er fiebenmal fii^re.'' 

Unb e« ^ord^te ber ^5nig, ba t)on bem ©c^a^je gefagt ttjarb, 
5Keigte fid^ uor unb fpradft: „9Son toannen ift er (Suc^ lommen? 
©aget an ! ic^ meine ben ©d^afe." Unb SReinefe fagte: 
,r ©iefe^ ®el)eimni« uer^el^r id) Qnd) nid^t, tt)a« fonnf e« mir 
840 l^elfen? 

!Denn ic^ netime nid^t6 mit uon biefen I6fttid(|en IDingen* 
Slber »ie Q\)x befe^It, ttJitl ic^ guc^ alle« erga^Ien; 
Denn e« mug nun einmal l)erau«; urn 8iebe« unb 8eibe« 
ajibd^f i(^ wa^r^aftig ba« groge ©el^eimni^ nid^t langer Der* 

l^e^Ien: 
S)enn ber ©c^a| war geftoljlem S« l^atten fic^ Diele ux^ 
245 fd^ttjoren, 

Suc^, §err ilfinig, gu morben, unb ttjurbe gur felbigen 

©tunbe 
iWid^t ber ©d^at^ mit iKugl^eit enttt)enbet, fo tear e^ gefd^el^en* 
SDlerfet e^, gnabiger ©err ! benn @uer ?eben unb SBo^Ifal^rt 
©tng an bem ©dia^. Unb bag man il^n ftal^I, bad brac^te 

benn leiber 
a» SReinen elgenen SJatcr in groge 5R5ten, ed brad^f i^n 
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grill^c gur traurigcn gal^rt, DicUeic^t ju cioigctn ©c^abcn; 
W)tx, pftbigcr §crr, ju gurcm 5Kufectt gcfd^al^ c«!" 

Unb bic ffdnigin l^ortc bcftargt bic gra|Kc^c 9iebc, 
!Ca« ucrworme ©c^cimnid Don i^re« ®ema^Ie^ gnnorbutifl, 
9Son bem 93errat, Dotn @(f|atj unb idq^ er ailed gefprodjen. 255 
„3d^ ucrma^tt' (Sitd^, SRcinefc,'' ricf fie, ^bebenlet ! £)ie lange 
©eimfal^rt fte^t gu^ beuor, entlabet reuig bie Seek; 
©oget bte lautere 2Bal)r^eit unb rebel mir beutlic^ Dotn 

aWorbe.'' 
Unb bcr flonig fcfete ^ingu: „gin jegtid^er f^lDetgc! 
JRetneIc fomme nun itJieber l^erab unb trete mir ncil^er; 260 

Denn ed betrtfft bie ©ad^c mid^ felbft, bamit ic^ fie ^orc.'' 

JRctncIe, ber e« uernal^tn, ftanb ttjieber getrbftet, bte Seitcr 
©tieg cr gum gro^en SSerbrug ber geinblic^gefinnten l^erunter; 
Unb er nal^te fid) gleic^ bem ^onig unb feiner ©ema^lin, 
£)ie il^n eifrig befragten, toie biefe ®ef(J)tcl^te begegnet. 265 

©a bereitef er fid^ gu neuen gewaltigen Siigen. 
r,il5nnf ic^ bed S5niged ©ulb unb feiner ®emal)lin/' fo 

baddf er, 
„S33iebcr gewinnen, unb Knnte gugleid^ bie gift mir gelingen, 
2)a6 i^ bie gcinbe, bie mid) bem Sob entgegengefiil^ret, 
©elbft uerbttrbc, bad rettete mic^ and alien ®efal)ren. 270 

©ic^er ©ore mir bad ein unerwarteter SSorteif. 
Slber ic^ fel^e fd^on, 8Ugen bebarf ed unb ttber bie SKaten." 

Ungebulbig befragte bie ^onigin 5ReineIen ttjeiter: 
„8affet und bcutlic^ uemel^men, wie biefe ©ad^e bef d^aff en ! 
©aget bic SBa^r^eit, bebenft bad ®en)iffen, entlabet bie 

©eele 1" 275 

jReinele fagte barauf : „S^ tt)itt eud^ geme beric^ten* 
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©tcrbcn ntu§ it^ nun toolfU c6 ift fcin SKittel bagcgcn. 
©oUf id^ nteinc ©ecle belaben am @nbc be^ 8eben«, 
SlDigc ©trafen t)crh)irlcn, c^ iDttre t^orid^t Qcl)anbclt 
28o|Bcffcr ift c6, bafe ic^ bclcnnc; unb ntu^ ic^ bann leibcr 
SKcinc licben aSerwanbten unb meinc grcunbe Dcrllagen, 
^d), tt)a« lann ic^ bafitr? c« broken bic Qualcn ber §(5Cc." 

Unb c« iDar bcm Sonigc fc^on bci biefcn Ocfprad^cn 
©d^wer geworbcn um« §crg. gr fagtc: „®prid^ft bu bic 

285!l)a Dcrfefete 9?cinclc brauf mit ucrftclltcr Oebarbe: 

„grciltc^ bin id) tin fUnbigcr SKenfd^; boc^ xtV id) bie SBa^rl)cit. 
Sonnf c« ntir nufecn, iDcnn id) dud) Itjge? £)a ttjiirb' id^ mid) 

fclbcr 
gwig ucrbammen. S¥ ^ifet ja nun n)ol)l, fo ift e^ bcfd^Ioffcn- 
©tcrbcn mu^ ic^^ ic^ fel)e ben Xoh unb merbe nid{)t liigen; 

290 T)tnn c« lann ntir nid^t Sofe^ noc^ ®utc^ gur §ilfc gcbcil^en.'' 
Sebcnb fagtc SRcincIe ba« unb fd^icn gu Dergagen* 

Unb bie Sonigin fprad^: „Wd) jammcrt feine 53eIIenimung ! 
©e^ct il)n gnabcnrcic^ an, id) bitf dnd), ntcin §crr ! unb 

emSget: 
SKandf)c6 Unl^cil wcnbcn tt)ir ab nad^ fcinem fflcfenntnis. 
«»5 gagt un^ jc c^er jc liebcr ben Orunb ber ©efc^id^te Demel)nten. 
©eipet ieglidien fctiwcigcn unb lagt il^n Sffcntlid^ fpred{)en." 

Unb ber Sbnig gebot, ba fd^wieg bic gauge aSerfammlung; 
5lber JRcmcfc fpra^: „SeIiebt e« gud^, gnabiger S^Cnig; 
©0 Derne^met, xva^ i^ Qud) fage, ®efct|ie^t auc^ mein 

aSortrag 
800 Dl^ne 53rief unb "iPaptcr, f o foil cr boc^ treu unb genau fein; 
^i)x erfal)rt bie 9Serfct)h)brung, unb nientanbd bcuF id) ju 

fd^onen," 






iWutt DcmeJ^tnct bic Sift, unb toic bcr gud^« [\6) gciDcnbct, 
®cinc grcuci loicbcr gu bcdcn unb anbcm gu fd^abcn. 
53obcttIofc giigcTi crfann cr, bcfc^impfte ben 35atcr 
^cnfcit bcr ®rubc, bcfd^wcrte ben !Dac^« tnit grower SBcr* 

leumbung, 
©cinen rcbtid^ftcn tJrcunb, ber itftn bcftdnbig gcbicnct. s 

®o criaubt' er fic^ allc^, bamit cr fcincr grgaj^lung 
©faubcn fd^afftc, bamit cr an fcincti 9ScrIISgcm fid^ rfic^te. 

• 

„SD?citt §crr SSatcr/' fagf cr barauf, „toax fo gliidlic^ gc- 

gcwcfcn, 
il5ntg gmntrid^^, bc« SKad^tigcn, ©d^afe auf Dcrborgcncn 

SBcgen 
ginft gu ctttbcdfcn; bod^ brad^f i^m bcr gunb gar ttjcntgcti 

SWufecn. 10 

iDcnn cr iibcr^ub fid) bc^ gro^cn 3Scnntigcn6 unb fd^a^jtc 
©cittc^glcic^ctt Don nun an nid^t tnc^r, unb fcinc ©cfcllcn 
5l(f|tcf cr Did ju gcring; cr fuctjtc fit^ l^ol^crc grcunbc. | 

^injc, bctt ilatcr, fcnbct' cr ab in bic toilbcn Slrbcnncn, 
Sraun, ben Siiren, gu fuc^cn, bent follt' cr Srcuc Dcrfprcd^cn, is 
©ollf i\)n labcn, nac^ glanbcm gu lommen unb ^onig gu 

ujcrbcn* 

Site nun ^raun bad ©c^rcibcn gelcfcn, crfreuf c« i^ti 

l^crglid^: 

48 
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Utttoerbroffen tmb ttt^n begab er ftc^ eiltg ncoSf ^bmbem; 

Dcnn er ^attc fc^on lange fo toa^ in ®cbanten gctragcn. 
» SKcinen 3Sater f anb cr baf elbft, bcr f a^ U)n mit grcubcn, 

©cnbetc gleid^ nacl) ^f^flrim au« unb nad^ ©rimbart, bem 

SBcif ctt, 

Unb bic Diet Derl^anbcltcn bann bic ©ac^c gufammen; 

!Doc^ bcr fUnftc babei tear ^ingc, ber ^ater. gin ©Orfc^cn 

^xcQt allba, toirb 3fte gcnannt, unb grabe ba ttjar t^, 
35 ^wifd^cn i)fte unb (Sent, too fie gufammen gel^anbelt. 

(Sine lange, biiftere SJadit uerbarg btc SSerfammlung; 

9li(^t mit ®ott ! c« l^attc ber Scuf el, e6 l^attc mcin SSater 

@ie in feiner ®txoalt mit feinem leibigen ®oIbe. 

©ie befc^Ioffen be« Sonige^ Job, befc^ttjuren gufammen 
«o Seften, ewigen Sunb, unb alf o fc^ttjuren bie §ilnfe 

©ttmtlic^ auf 3fcgrim« ^aupt: pe ttJoCten Sraunen, ben 

fflaren, 

®ic^ gum ffonige tottl^Icn unb auf bem Stu^Ie gu Sladien 

2Kit ber golbenen Sfrone ba« 9iei(f| i^m fefttic^ Derftd^em. 

©oBte nun aud^ Don be^ Sonige^ iJreunben unb feinen SJer* 

ttjanbten 
86 3emanb bagcgen fic^ f efcen, ben f oUte metn 2Sater bereben 

Dber bcftectien unb, gingc ba6 nic^t, fogletc^ i^n ucriaQen. 

©ad befam ict| gu triffen; benn ©rimbart l^atte fid^ einmal 

SKorgend luftig getrunlen unb tear gefprad^ig gettjorben; 

©einem SBeibe Derfctjioft^tc ber Z\)ox bie ^eimlid^leit atte, 
4o8egte ©c^weigen i^r auf; ba, glaubf er, ttjdre ge^olfen. 

©ie begegnete brauf balb meincm SBeibe, bie mu^f i^r 

Der brei Sonige 9?amen gum feierfictien ©elUbbe 

Slennen, &ix^ unb 2^reue uerpfanben, um 8iebed unb 8eibe« 

5Wiemanb ein ©ortd^en gu fagen, unb fo entbedff fie ifir ailed. 
45 gbenfottjenig l^at auc^ mein SJeib bad SSerfpred^en ge^aften: 

^S>cxm foba(b fie mic^ fanb, ergd^Ite fie, load fie t)tm>mmtn, 
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®ab mtr cm SD?crhnoI bagu, itjoran i^ bic SBal^r^cit bcr {Rcbc 
8eic^t erfennte; boc^ tear mtr baburc^ nur fcf)Hmmer ge* 

fdjc^cn. 
Oti^ crinnertc m\6) bcr 5r6fd|c, bcrcn Ocqualc 
fflt« gu ben O^ren be« ^erm im ©immel enblid^ gdangtc. so 
©inen S5nig tDoHtcn fie l^abcn unb tootlten im 3^^^9^ 
Seben, naci)bcm fie bcr grctl^eit in alien 8anben genoffen* 
Da ertjorte fie ®ott unb fanbte ben ©tord), bcr beftftnbig 
©ie Dcrfolgct unb ^§t unb leinen grieben gettjal^rct. 
D^nc ®nabe bel)anbctt er fie; nun Ilagcn bic S^^oren, 66 

Slber leiber gu \p'dt: benn nun begn)ingt fie bcr S6nig«" 

9ieinele rebete laut gur gangen SSerfammlung, e« l^Brtcti 
Wit Zitxt fcin SBort, unb fo uerfolgt' er bic 9?ebe: 
„®el)t, fiir atlc fiirdjtet' ic^ bad, ®o ro'cif e« geroorben. 
§err, id^ forgte fiir guc^ unb ^offtc beffre ©elol^nung. eo 

Srauned 9?ante finb mir belannt, fcin tiidifd^ed SBcfen, 
SKandjc aWiffctl^at aud^ Don il^m; irf) beforgte bad ®ci)Iimmfte. 
SBiirb' er §err, fo toclrcn tt)ir aCc gufammen Dcrborben. 
Unfer Sonig ift ebcl geboren unb mdd^tig unb gnabig, 
Dac^f ict| im ftiUcn bei mir; cd mar' ein trauriger SBec^fd, 66 
gincn 53dren unb tCIpift^cn 2:augcnic^t fo gu cr^o^en. 
@t(i(^e SBod^cn fann tc^ baritber unb fud^f ed gu ^inbem. 

,,5luc^ Dor aflem begriff id^ cd ttJOl^I, bel^ieftc mcin 9Sater 
©cinen ©diafe in bcr C^^^^/ fo briic^f er Dicle gufommen, 
©icber getoann' er bad ©piel, unb tt)ir DcrWren ben ^dnig. to 
aWeine ©orge ging nun ba^in, ben Ort gu entbedtcn, 
SBo ber ©c^afe fic^ befanbe, bamit ic^ i^n l^cimlid^ trd^ 

fii^rte. 
3og mcin SSater tnd JJcIb, ber alte, liftigc, lief er 
3lai) bem SBoIbe bei 2iag ober 9?al,t, in groft ober $i^. 



„Da erblirff id? t>eii Dalcr a 
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Sfla^' obcr Zxoint, fo toav ic^ bafiintcr unb fpilrtc ben 
75 ®ang au^. 

„(ginmal lag icf| tjcftcdt in bcr (Srbc mit ©orgcn imb 

©inncn, 
9S3te id) etttbecfte ben @d]a^, Don bent mix fo meled be^ 

fannt mar. 
!Da crblidf tcf| ben 3Sater au^ einer SRifee \\d) fc^Ieicfien, 
3wifcf|en ben ©teinen tarn er I)ert)or unb ftieg au« ber 2^iefe* 
©till unb oerborgen {|ie(t id) vxii) t>a; er gtaubte fic^ ein^ 

80 \cim, 

@(^ante ficfi iiberall urn, unb ate er nientanb bemerfte 
3la\) ober fern, begann er fein ©piel, \\)x foKt e^ oemel^men. 
SSJieber mit <S>(mt>t tjerftopff er t>a^ 2od) unb mufete ge* 

fdjidCa^ 
Wit bem ilbrigen ©oben e^ gleid^ gu mac^en. S)a^ fonnte, 
SQBer nic^t gufa^, unmfiglic^ eriennen. Unb e^ er t)on 

85 bannen 

SEBanberte, tt)u§f er ben ^latj, wo feine gii^e geftanben, 
iiber unb Uber gefc^idtt mit feinem Sditoangc gu ftreicfien 
Unb Dertoii^Ite bie (Spur mit feinem aJJunbe. j)a^ temf id^ 
Sene^ Staged juerft tjon meinem liftigen SSater, 
!Der in SRttnlen unb ©c^ioanlen unb alien ©treic^en getoanbt 

90 to)ar. 

Unb fo eitf er l)intt)eg nacfi feinem ©etoerbe. !Ca fann id), 
Ob \id) ber l^errlidie ®cf|afc tt)o^I in ber 9Wl)e befclnbe. 
©tig trat icf| l)erbei unb fc^ritt gum SBerle; bie SRifee 
©atf icf| in meniger 3^it xtiit meinen ^foten eroffnet, 

» Sroc^ begierig I)inein. ©a fanb id) Wftlic^e ©ac^en, 
geine« @ilber^ genug unb roten ®oIbe« ! 2Bal^rf)aftig, 
2lucf| ber (ittefte I)ier ^at nie fo tjiele^ gefel^en. 
Unb ic^ xaad)tt raid) bran mit meinem SBeibe; U)ir trugen^ 
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©d^Icpptcn bet Xag unb bd 5Wacf|t; un^ fel^Itcn barren utib 

SBagcn, 
SSidc aWttl^c loftcf c« un^ unb man^c Scfcf|n)cnii«. loo 

Sreultc^ l^iclt grau (Srmcl^n au^ ; fo tiattcn tt)ir enbli(^ 
!Dic illeinobc j^inmeg ju cincr (gtcittc gctragcn, 
!Cic un^ gclegcncr fcfjicn. Snbcffcn t)iclt fid^ tncin SSatcr 
Jaglic^ mit icneti gufammcn, bic unfem il5nig Dcrrictcn. 
ffia« pc bcfc^Ioffen, ba^ locrbct i^r l)5rcn unb tocrbet ct'^ 

fc^rcdcn. 106 

„©raun unb Sfegrim fanbtcn fofort in manege ^roDingcn 
Dffcnc ©ricfc, bic ©blbner ju locfcn: fie folltcn gu ©aufen 
©fig lommcn, cd wollc fie Sraun mit !Dienften tjerfe^cn. 
ajlilbe XDotH er fogar Doraud bie ©iJibner begal^Ien. 
!Da bur^ftric^ mein SSater bie ganber unb jeigte bie ^iBriefe, no 
©eine« ®d|a^e^ gett)i§; ber, glaubf cr, tcige geborgen. 
2lber e« toax nun gefc^el^n, er l)atte mit alien OefeHen, 
©uc^f er au6) nod) fo gcnau, nic^t einen ^Pfennig gefunben. 

wJleine ©emitl^ung Iie§ er ficfi reun; fo toax er bef)enbe 
3tt)ifd!|en ber ©tb' unb bem {Rl^eine bur^ aBe Sftnber gclaufen, 115 
aJJan^en ©iJIbner Ijat er gefunben unb man^en gewonncn. 
^raftigen SRac^brud follte ba^ ®etb ben SBorten Derleil)en. 

„SnbIid^ fam ber ©ommer in^ 8anb; gu f einen ©efellen 
^el)rte mein SSater guriid. ©a I)atf er Don ©orgen unb 

SRoten 
Unb t)on 3lngft gu ergS^Ien, befonber«, n)te er bcinal)e iso 

3Sor ben l^o^en Surgen in ©ad^fcn fein Seben Dcrloren, 
S33o it)n Qd^tx mit ?Pferben unb §unbcn alltagtid^ tjerfolgten, 
©afe er tnapp unD mit Slot mit tjeilem ^elge bauon fam. 

^greubig geigf er barauf ben oier SSerrtttern bie Sifte, 
SOSelc^e ©efeden er ade mit ®oIb unb ^erf))rec^en gett)onnen. ^ 
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:JBrauncn crfrcutc bie Sotfd^aft; e^ lafcn bic gilnfc gufam* 

men; 
Unb e« \)k^: „3^Wff)unbert t)on ^fcgrimd lii^ncn a3er«» 

toanbten 
SBerbcn lommcn mit offcnen 3JiauIcrn unb fpifcigcn S^^^^ 
gcmcr bic ^atcr unb Saren finb aflc fiir ©rauncn gcwonncn; 
3eber 3SieIfra6 unb 25ac^d au« ®ac^fcn unb 2:i)uringen [tcttt 
ISO fic^. 

!Docl) man folic fid) il^nen gu bcr Scbingung ccrbinben, 
Sincn SKonat bc^ ®oIbc« tjorau^ gu gaf)Icnj fie toolltcn 
2lIIc bagcgcn mit 3Jlad)t bcim erftcn Ocbote fid) ftcllcn.'' 
®ott fei en)ig gebonlt, ba^ id) bie $lane ge^inbert ! 

185 „!j)enn nad)bem er nun ailed beforgt, fo eilte mcin SSater 
ilber t?elb unb tDoIIte ben ©^atj and) ttjieber befd)auen. 
Da ging erft bie S)c!iimmernid an; ba grub cr unb fud)te. 
!J)oc^ je Idngcr er fd^arrte, je weniger fanb er. 9!ergeben6 
SBBar bie 9JZiiI)e, bie er fid) gab, unb feine SJergroeiflung; 

140 T)enn ber @(^a<} ttjar fort, er fount' il)n nirgenb entbed en • 
Unb t)or Srger unb ©d)am — tt)ie fd)re(flid) qucilt bie (Srinn* 

rung 
SKid^ bet 2:ag unb bei SRad^t I — erpngte mein SSater fid^ 

felber. 

3Mcd bad ^ab' id) getl)an, bie bofe S^at gu uerl^inbem* 
iibel gerdt ed mir nun : jebod) ed foil mid) nid^t reuen. 
145 3f egrim aber unb 53raun, bie gefrdfeigen, fifeen am ndd^ften 
Sei bem ^5nig gu SRat. Unb, SReinefe, tt)ie bir bagegen, 
SBlrmer SKann, jefet geban!t mirb, bag bu ben leiblic^cn SSater 
§ingegeben, ben ^iJnig gu retten ! SBo finb fie gu finbcn, 
S)ie fid^ felber ccrberben, nur (gml^ ba^ Seben ju frtften?" 
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fiiSnig unb ^dnigtn fatten tubed, ben @d(|a^ ju gekDttmen, iso 
©rogc Segierbe gefiil^lt; fie traten feitmarte unb riefcn 
SReincfen, il)n befonberd iu \pxt6)tn, unb fragten bel^cnbe: 
„®aget an, tt)o f)abt 3l)r ben ©c^afe ? Sir mdc^ten e« tDiffen." 
8ieinete lie^ fidd bagegcn Dcme^men: „S25a« fount' ee uiir 

l^etfeu, 
3eigf i(^ bie ^errlt^en ©liter bem ^iJuige, ber mid^ Derurteilt ? 155 
©taubet er mcincu geinben bo(^ uiel^r, ben !Diebeu unb 

a)i(5rbem, 
!E)ie @U(^ mit Sttgen befc^weren, uicin Scben mir abjugc* 

toiuueu.'' 

„5Beiu/ derfctjte bie ^iJuigin, „nein! fo foil c« nid^t tocrben ! 
gcben td^t gud^ uieiu §err, unb bad 93ergangne ocrgigt er; 
(Sr bejwingt \xd) unb gttmet nid^t mel^r. S)o(^ moget ^l^r 

fitnftig leo 

iflUger Iianbcin unb trcu unb gcwftrtig bem £i5nige bleiben," 

SReinele fagte: „®nabige grau, t)emt5get ben JliJnig, 
Wit 2U geloben Dor @U(^, bag er mid) loieber begnabigt, 
!Da§ er mir alle SSerbrec^en unb ©c^ulben unb atte ben Unmut, 
!Den id) i^m teiber errcgt, auf leine SBeife gebenlet, i^ 

@o befifeet geioife in unfem 3citen lein Sdnig 
©oI(^en SReic^tum, aid er burd^ meine SEreue gettjinnet; 
®ro6 ift ber ®cf|afe; ict) jeigc ben Drt, ^l^r loerbet erftaunen." 

^©laubet il^m nid^t/' derfetjte ber Sonig; „bodd tt)enn er 

Don ®tel|len, 
gfigen unb JRauben ergftl^It, bad m()get Ql)x allenfalld glauben; 170 
"^tnn ein grO^erer SUgner ift mal^rlict) niemald geioefen." 

Unb bie fiSnigin fprad): ^gUrtoa^r, fein btdl^eriged 8ebcg 
$at il^m toenig ^ertrauen ermorben; boc^ je^ bebentet^ 
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©etticn D^ctm, ben !Dac^«, unb fcincn cignen SSater 
irs §at cr bie^mal fcejiditigt unb itjre grcDcI Derf unbigt. 

SBoUf er, fo fount' er fie fd^oncu unb lonnk Don anberen 

Jieren 
@oIct)e ®efc^icf|ten erjcil^Ien; er loirb fo tl^5ricf|t nic^t Ittgcn." 

Mmtt 3I)r fo ?'' Derf ctjte ber Sdnig, „uub benit 3^r, e^ 

ttjftre 
SBirflic^ gum beftcn geraten, ba§ nid)t ein grSgere^ ilbel 
180 2)rau^ cntftiinbe, fo xoxtt id) e^ t^un unb biefe 3Serbrec^ett 
SReinelen^ itber mic^ nel)men unb feme Dertounbete (Sad)t. 
ginmat trau' ic^, jum le^jtenmal nod); bad mag er bebenten! 
!Denn icf| f cf|tt)5r' ed it)m gu, bei meiner ^rone ! toof em er 
Sunftig freDelt unb liigt, ed foil i^n etoig gereuen; 
185 2lIIed, mar' ed i^m nur Dertoanbt im ge^enten ®rabe, 
SBer fie auct) tottren, fie follen'd entgetten, unb feiner entgel^t 

mir, 
©oCen in UnglttdE unb ©(^ma(^ unb f c^ttjcre ^rogeffe geraten !" 

Site nun {Reinele fal), tt)ie fd^neH fid) bed SiJnigd ©cbanlen 
SBenbeten, fa^f er ein gerg unb fagte: „®oIIf id) fo t^5rid|t 
i9o©anbeIn, gnabiger §err, unb (gud^ ®efd|ic^ten ergiil^Ien, 
©eren aBa^rt)eit fid) ni^t in ttjenig S^agen bettjiefe ?" 

Unb ber Sfinig glaubte ben SBorten, unb aHed Dergab er, 
grft bed SSaterd S5errat, bann JReinefend eigne aSerbre^en. 
iiber bie SWa^en f rente fic^ ber; gur gliidtlid^en ©tunbe 
!» SBBcr er ber geinbe ©eioalt unb f einem 9Sert)(ingnid entronnen. 

„®>Ux StMi, gnabiger §err!'' begann er gu fpret^en, 
,r$IK5ge ®ott Sud) allcd Dergelten unb gurer ©ema^Iin, 
2Bad Q\)x an mir Untoiirbigem t^ut ; id^ toiU ed gebenfen, 
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Uttb id^ locrbc mid^ immcr gar l^iJ^Iid^ banlbar crgcigcn* 
!Dcnn c5 Icbct gett)i§ in alien Sanben unb Sieid^cn 200 

3?icmanb nnter bcr ©onne, bcm id) bic ^crrlid^cn Sc^fifcc 
Steber gbnnte, benn eben end^ beiben. SBad l^abt ii)r 

nxdjt aUe^ 
aJiir f ilr ®nabc betoicfcn ! !Dagcgcn gcb' id) tad) toiCig 
^5nig (Smmericfi^ ®(^afe, fo »ic il^n bicfer bcfcffcn, 
aSSo cr liegt, bcfc^rcib' ic^ cnc^ nun, td^ [age bic SBa^r^eit 206 
gCret ! Qm Often Don glanbcm ift eine SBiifte, barinnen 
Siegt cin eingelner Sufc^, ^ei^t ©itfterlo, merlet ben 5Kamen ! 
!Dann ift ein Srunn, ber Srefetbom l^ei^t, il^r werbet Der* 

ftef)en, 
©eibe nid^t tt)eit audcinanber. 6^ iEommt in fclbtge Oegenb 
aSSeber 9Beib nod^ SKann im ganjen ^al^re. ©a tt)ot)net 210 
5Kur bte Sut' unb ber ©d^uf)U, unb bort begrub ic^ bie 

@dj(i^e. 
ftrefelbom l^ei^t bie ©tdtte, ba^ merlet unb x&^et bae 

3ei^en. 
Oe^et felber ba^in mit gurer Oemal^Iin ; e^ toSre 
5Riemanb fidier genug, urn i^n al« Soten ju fenben, 
Unb ber ©d^abe ttjiire ju grog; id^ barf e^ ni(^t raten. 215 

©etber milgt if)r bal)in. S3ei Srefelbom ge^t Qljx Dorllber, 
(ge^t gtt)ei junge ©irfen l^emad^ unb merfet ! bie eine 
©te^t nic^t toeit Don bem 53runnen; fo gef)t nun, gnabiger 

S5nig, 
®rab auf bie Sirfen M, benn brunter liegen bie ®c^at?c- 
^ratjt unb fc^arret nur gu; erft finbet Qi)x 3Roo^ an ben 
1 SBurjetn, 220 

HDann entbedt ^l^r fogleid^ bie allerrei^ften ©efc^meibe, 
®oIben, fiinftlid) unb fcf|5n, auc^ finbet 3fl)r @mmeri^^ ^rone; 
SSJare be^ Saren SBitte gef^e^n, ber fottte fie tragen, 
3Kand^en ^i^rat fei^t Qf)x baran unb gbelgefteine, 
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®oIbnc« ilunftiDcrl; man mad(|t c^ nid^t mcl^r, ttcr ttoUf c« 
285 bcjal)len ? 

©el^ct Qi)x aUt bad ®ut, o piibtger ^iJnig, bcifammen, 
3a, id^ bin cd g^^i^^ 3^1)^ itnltt meincr in gtjren. 
„8icincfe, rcbtid^cr ?5u^« !'' fo bcnit Qlit, „bcr bu fo Hilglid^ 
Untcr bad 3JJood bic ©d^afec gcgrabcn, o miJfl' cd bir immcr, 
8Bo bu audd fcinmagft, gltidtii^ crgc^n!" @o fagtc bcr 

Unb bcr ftiJnig t)crfcfetc barauf : „Q\)x m^t mi^ bcglcitcn; 
!Ccnn toit toiU id) attein bic ©tettc trcffcn ? Qd) f)ait 
SBol^I t)on Slacken gcl^iJrt, tt)ic auc^ tjon SUbccI vvJb ki^Utn 
Unb con $arid; hod) ©Uftcrlo l^drf i(^ im Scben nic^t cinmal 
885 Slcnncn, cbcnfotocnig afe trefdbom; foUf i(^ nid^t fUrd^ten, 
Dag bu und toicber bclttgft unb fold^c SRamen crbid^teft?" 

{Rcincfe J^Brte nid^t gcrn bed ^Cnigd bcbac^tige JRcbe, 
(Bpxad): „@o tocif id) &id) bod) nid)t fern t)on l^inncn, ate 

IfHtttt 
Sf)v am 3orban ju fucfien. SBtc fc^ien* id) (Snd) jefeo t>tx^ 

bac^tig? 
240 9fliicf|ft, tc^ bteibc babci, ift aBed in glanbem ju finbcn. 
8a§t und einigc fragen; cd mag ed ein anbrer Derpt^cm* 
^rcfelbom ! ©Ufterto ! f agf id^, unb alfo tjeigcn bic SRamcn." 
Sampen ricf cr barauf, unb Sampe jauberte bebcnb. 
{Reinefe rief : «@o lommt nur getroft, ber S5nig begel^rt (Snd), 
mn, Q\)x fottt bei gib unb bei ^flic^t, bie Q\)x ntalid) 
846 gelciftet, 

SBal^r^aft rcbcn; fo geigel benn an, toofem 3^r ed loiffct, 
@agt, too ©Uflcrlo liegt unb Srefelbom ? Saffct und l^Oren*" 

2ampt \pxQd) : n'Dad tann ic^ tool^t fagen. (Sd liegt in bcr 

©Ufte 
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SttMboxn nal^c bci ^iiftcrlo. §iiftcrIo ncnncn bie 8ctttc 
Scnen Sufd^, »o Simonet langc, bcr Srumme, pd^ auf l^tclt, ssg 
galfc^c aOWhige ju fctitagcn mit fcincn Derwcpen ©cfcllciu 
35icle^ ^ab' i^ bafclbft Don groft unb ©unger gelittcn, 
SBcnn tc^ Dor 9i^nen, bcm ©unb, in grogcn 9l8tcn gcpud^tct" 
JRcincfc fagtc barauf : „3^^r fiJnnt gud^ unter bic anbcm 
SBicbcr ftcllcn ; Qi^v babct ben Sdnig genugfam bcri^tct.'' 255 
Unb ber ^dnig fagtc gu 9icincfcn: „@cib mir jufricbcn, 
!Da6 ic^ l^aftig gctt)cfcn unb (Sure SBorte begtoeifett; 
2lber fel^ct nun ju, mid) an bie ©telle gu bringcn-" 

JReincfe fpra^: ^SBic fc^fifef id^ mic^ glttdtlid^, gcgtemt e« 

mir l^eute, 
3JJit bem S5nig gu getjn unb i^m nat^ gtanbem gu fotgcn ; sec 
2lber e3 milfef Su^ gur ©itnbe gcreidien. ®o fel^r x6) mid) 

f^ame, 
SDhiB e« ]^erau«, tt)ie gem x6) e^ anc^ noc^ longer Derf(^tt)iege. 
3f[egrim liefe Dor einiger 3^it gum aJiiJnc^e fid) toeitjen, 
3tt)ar ni(^t etwa bem §erm gu bienen, er biente bem SKagen, 
^el^rte ba^ Slofter faft auf ; man rcicf|t' Hjvx filr fed^fe gu effen, acs 
Sllle« toax il)m gu toenig; cr flagte mir gunger unb Summer; 
gnbli^ erbarmet' e« mid), al^ id) it)n mager unb franf fal^, 
©alf il)m treulidi baDon, er ift mein nal)er SJertoanbter. 
Unb nun f^aV \6) barum ben ^ann be^ ^apfte^ Derfd)ulbet, 
aK5^te nun ol)ne 3Sergug, mit gurem SSiffen unb SBillen, 2to 
ajleine ©eele beraten unb morgen mit 2lufgang ber Sonne, 
®nab' unb 5lbla6 gu fud)en, na^ 9?om mid) ate ^ilger begeben 
Unb Don bannen liber ba« aJieer; fo toerben bie ©ilnben 
8llle Don mir genommen, unb tel^r' ic^ toieber nad^ ©aufe, 
!Darf id) mit g^ren neben guc^ ge^n. ©0^ tl^af id^ e« l)eute, 275 
SBitrbe ieglid)er fagen : ^SBie treibt e^ iefeo ber S5nig 
SKJieber mit 9ieinefen, ben er Dor furgem gum ^obe Derurteilt 
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Unb bcr ilbcr ba^ allc« im SSam bed ^apftc« Dcrftridt ift!" 
®tt(ibiflcr §crr, 3f^r fel^t e« tool^I cin, ipir laffcn ee ticbcr." 

„a3Ba^r/ t)crfcfetc ber ifdnig barauf . „1)a« fonnf i(^ titc^t 
280 loiffcn. 

:JBi[t bu fan ©annc^ fo mar' mtr'd cin SSortturf, bi(^ mit mtr 

ju fU^rcn* 
2axtopt fann mic^ obcr cin atibrcr jum Some bcgleiten. 
5lber, SRcinefe, \>a^ bu Dom Sanne bic^ fuc^ft ju befreten, 
gittb' idd nUfeli(^ unb gut. Q6^ gebe bir piibtBen Uriaub, 
assSKorgen beigeiten ju gel^n; ic^ iDiU bie SBattfal^rt nic^t ^inbem. 
iDenn mix \d)mt, S^^ ^oUt (Sm!^ bele^ren t>om ^iJfen jum 

®utcn. 
®ott gefegne ben SSorfafe unb laff gu(^ bie SReife coH* 

bringen !'' * 



NOTES. 



He who would read, and still understand this old apologue, must 
apply to Goethe, whose version, for poetical use, we have found in- 
finitely the best; like some copy of an ancient, be-dimmed, half-ob- 
literated woodcut, but new done on steel, on India paper, and with 
all manner of graceful yet appropriate appendages. — Carlyle. 
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NOTES. 



CANTO I. 

1. ^ftttgfien, Whitsuntide, Whitsunday or Pentecost Sunday is 
the seventh Sunday after Easter ; Whitsuntide, the week following 
Pentecost. In the middle ages, court was often held at Christmas, 
Easter, and Pentecost. 

6. Iicrfaitllticit bctl $0f* Such assemblies of the nobility were 
common in the Merovingian and Carolingian periode. For instance, 
* * twice a year the Emperor called together a general assembly, com- 
posed nominally of all the Franks, really only of their chiefs. They 
met in May and in autumn. To the May meeting came all the gran- 
dees, lay or clerical, followed by their men-at-arms." (Kitchin, 
History of France, vol. i., p. 139.) 

9lobc(* This name comes from the French versions of the fox- 
stories. It is not surprising to find this foreign animal figuring as 
king, instead of the German bear, considering that the lion is king of 
the beasts in oriental fables, and that much of the material used in the 
Reynard cycle had an eastern origin. (See p. vi, vii in the Introduc- 
tion.) In this poem there are signs of Braun's claim to sovereignty. 
(See v., 15, 16.) Lions were not unknown in the West, for they were 
occasionally brought to European courts, and there were even accounts 
of Siegfried's killing them in the forests near the Rhine. 

9* Siitfe, perhaps the diminutive of Subolf or Subwig, 

SRarfari, i.e., ?Warf»artr guard of the frontier. 

14. 9{etnele, the low-German diminutive of Slein^art, the sfc being 
equivalent to *(^en. Earlier fDrms of 9letnl^art were Slegin'^artr IRagino" 
]^arb» fRagno^arb. It was once a common name among the people living 
along and near the shifting boundary between France and Germany, 
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Its meaning is "giver of counsel," well suited to a crafty creature 
like the fox. The French form of the name is Renard. How popular 
the animal stories were is evident from the fact that in time the old 
French word for fox, goupily went out of use, and every fox came to 
be called renard. The middle-English form was Retuward, Our 
name, Reynard^ is the same word. The y in it comes from the 
Flemish. 

15* l^alliett always follows the substantive. 

18* ^tintBatt appears originally to have meant shining with fury y 
or shining like a helmet. The latter is explained by the fact that on 
each side of a badger's head is a black band like the fastening of a 
helmet. 

19 ff. This trial is so accurately patterned after those really held 
in mediaeval Germany that students of early German law consider it 
a mine of information. 

19, ^fengrim, #r(£ifen^elm,« i.e., bcr mit bcm cifcrnen |>clmc, referring 
to his greediness and his cruel teeth. 

19, 20* Hon • • • l^egleitet* it was an old German custom for 
people to appear at court accompanied by their relatives. 

28» C^tbe, i.e., an oath of compurgation. According to old Ger- 
manic law, an accused person "had only to declare himself innocent 
by an oath and get a certain number of other persons to swear, not 
that they knew him to be innocent of this particular act, but that they 
believed him to be telling the truth." (Emerton, Introduction to the 
Study of the Middle Ages, p. 8o.) The reference in the text is to an 
incident told in Reinhart and Le Roman du Rermrd. The nobles 
propose that Reineke take an oath of compurgation, and that, by way 
of making it binding, he swear on the teeth of Roonel the hound, as 
he lies in his grave. In Reinhart, the badger warns Reinhart that 
the hound is not really dead. In Le Roman du Renard, Renard pre- 
pares to take the oath, but, observing that the hound is breathing, 
gets off by pleading that he must bring an offering before he can 
swear. Brun and Tybert (i.e., Braun and Hinze) accompany him, 
but he gets them into trouble with a farmer, and escapes to Malper- 
tuis. When once more brought to court to take the oath, he slips 
away from his enemies and outruns them. 

29. Sf^fte* Note the difference between tie gcfle, stronghold, for- 
tress, and tad ^t% feast, holiday. 
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33, 34. Mxht ♦ ♦ ♦ $ergament. Very commonly in German a 
clause is inverted, to add the meaning of 'if.* Qu ^tx^amttA XOtxhtn 
means /»r» to parchment, Ghent was and still is renowned for its 
linen -manufactures. 

37* 9B<lff eflod probably^ means lacking energy and spirit. 

ftaitjdftfli^* In some early fox-poems the more courtly animals 
spoke French. The bear and wolf were downright Germans. 

41* $ilt)e (diminutive of ^inref) is called Tibert in all the poems 
but Reineke de Vos, 

47» 3liJ » » » Bef li^metett, it was I who ought to have brought com- 
plaint at ihat time, 

52* ^atttl^ef* It has been suggested that some other animal was 
intended here, as the fox-stories generally prefer animals which were 
familiar in Europe, provided they were not too tame. 

61. 9Beifen, tunes, 

65. 3frieb^ Uttb freiem ^eleite. The King had proclaimed a 
peace. (Cf. 1. 200. ) This incident may have been derived from the 
story of a truce which ^Esop mentions. It must have reminded medi- 
aeval readers of a "truce of God" or a ** peace of God," such as 
emperors and popes used to declare in their efforts to stop the quarrel- 
ing of the barons. See a Decree of the Emperor Henry IV. concern- 
ing a Truce of God (1085 a.d.) providing *'that no man shall com- 
mit murder or arson, robbery," etc., in Henderson's Select Historical 
Documents of the Middle Ages. 

85. f ♦ ♦ ♦ mctt, false as the letter was acknowledged to be, 

86. lilt, ttial^t. Predicate adjectives. 

@)ltili^lllOtt. The badger's defence of Reineke is a good take-off 

\ on a mediaeval lawyer's speech. For instance, a bit of advice to law- 

. students which has come down to us in a fifteenth -century manuscript 

is : "Wherever you can hang a proverb on, do so." (Dreyer, p. 65.) 

99. cm @elbe. This is the regular use of an with fc^Icru 

101. @wbe, ©erabe. 

102. »tti8 ♦ ♦ . gettiorbett, tuhat he got in the way offish, 
116. bci, ^t the house of as frequently. 

132, 133. geWift . . . berfc^ttlbet, it is certain that a hundred and 
more of such tricks the wolf has perpetrated on my uncle, 
143. <Bvt, refers to bic ®urfl. 

L143, 144» serrotmett mie gemottnen. Rhyming and alliterative 
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pairs have been common in German since early times. Sometimes 
the two words form a proverbial saying, such as ^tVtOtlUtU loie ge- 
ttiimttett, (Sile mit SBeile, S3orgen ma^t @orgm# ^ufgefd^oben if! nit^t ^uf^ 
gcbobcn. Sometimes the two words express the same idea, as : gatij 
unb gar, 2u9 unb Jrug. Sometimes there is contrast between the two, 
as : bur(^ X)t(f unb !£>iinm SBo^l unb SBe^. In English we have similar 
phrases; for instance, "Haste makes waste," **part and parcel," 
** life and limb," ** spick and span." 

145» The Saxon law provided that on certain conditions stolen 
goods might be taken from a thief. 

149. am Selieil Jtt ftrafett, ^o inflict capital punishment. 

155. %X^i . . . ^leib, referring to a favorite penance of the 
middle ages. 

158. 99lale)iarttti^, apparently derived from the Latin and mean- 
ing in evil regions. An attempt has been made to identify it with 
Maupertius in Champagne, although there are several places of this 
name in France. In the old poems other forms of the word occur : 
UcbeIIo(^ in Reinhart, MaupertOs in Reinaert, SWalepertud in Reineke. 
Goethe borrowed SWalcpartud from Gottsched. 

163. @ic, his accusers, 

170. ©cBftrbe, ®eberbc. 

171. ^e^aitt. Cf. the French crier. 

174. ^Utttatt. Cf. the Latin canere^ the French chanter, and the 
English Chanticleer. 

177. 21(1^ ttltb 2Bc^ ! The cry raised by one accusing another of a 
crime was an essential part of a legal proceeding. 

211. @Ott . . . befol^Ien. The common form is @ott befoijlcn. 

212. ©C^t, 92otte. The clerical day was divided into matutina, 
prima, tertia, sexta, nona, vespera, and completorium. 

237. It was customary among the Germanic tribes for relatives 
not to bury a murdered friend until they had made sure of getting 
their revenge on the guilty person. 

240. domino )l(acebo. The office for the dead begins : " Domino 
placebo in regione vivorum." 

249. betl S^rett, ie., her family. 

256. urn Siel^ei^ UUb Seibei^, a regular legal phrase. Goethe 
probably borrowed it from Gottsched. A similar English phrase is 
<*for fear and favor." See note on I., 141, 142. 
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259* S^rHtttt* This name has reference to the color of bear-skin. 
Our Bruin is the same name. 
264. mxt ttic^teti ! not at all! 

CANTO II. 

12. D^eim and 92effe are used by the animals without sharp dis- 
• tinction in meaning. 

16. ^tdlfi. * . ♦ ^thtUt to receive justice and to give Justice, 

23 ff. Malepartus was like the castles built and fortified by the 
German barons, in the days when each nobleman was a little sovereign. 

29. 9)'^ftanbeni is derived, like our meander, from the name of the 
winding river, Meander, in Asia Minor. 

54. ftttbet. 59. faitn. See note on ttiiirbe, I., 33^ 

58. gebei^ett, digest, 

66* 3ft bem alfo, if that's the fact. 

72. ttttb ttieiltt, even though, 

78. S^tmvi*%^%t* See note on nerfommelt bett $5f, I., 6. 

99. fteifte . . . ^paiit* A similar story is found in the Buddhist 
literature of India. See Fables of Bidpai, p. 73. (London, Nutt, 
1885, in the Bibliothdque de Carabas.) 

104. ajottauf . . . t^tttt. The bear had all he could do, 

108. 9Bai9 ei^ Mxt, tfhat the trouble was, 

134. aBaS ^alf i^m ? What good did it do him ? 

137 ff. Mediaeval story-tellers usually took pleasure in giving the 
details about fights and bloodshed. We have, for instance, a poem 
which describes minutely twelve single combats, including accounts 
of the wounds given in each. {Das Waltharilied^ translated by J. V. 
von Scheflfel, in Ekkehard.) 

161. ^eitd^en. — iJeid^en is the form given in some German-English 
dictionaries, although {euc^en is more commonly used. 

177. Dl^eim ♦ ♦ ♦ genattttt. The meaning of the corresponding 
passage in Reineke der Vos is that the fox has not only addressed 
Braun as "Uncle," but treated him like an uncle. Soltau gives: 
**Ich nannte ihn Ohm, doch nur im Spott," which is surely wrong. 
The meaning of Goethe's rendering is uncertain. 

226. See note on I., 33. 

241* 9iei^ter $attb. The superstition that the passing of an ani- 
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mal on the right-hand side is a good omen is probably connected with 
the ancient methods of augury. 

CANTO m. 

2* S^lortitti^tlOgel is variously explained, as a crow, a goose, a 
failcon, a blackbird, a field-fare, a crane, and a long-legged wren 
named after St. Martin. 

4* p meiner Died^tett* Cf. n., 241. 

10» reid^e here means miid^tx%, as in the following : 

** Der ewig reiche Gott will uns bei unserem Leben 
Kin immer frShlich Herz uod edlen Frieden geben.** 

(Martin Rinkart, „Vtun !Danfet Slllc ®ott«, 1644.) 

30. fo »ie ton gel^ett Itttb ftel^ett, a by-word, meaning y«j/ as we 
are, 

88. ber ^Oteir, genitive plural. 

126. brjiltte. Droutn is an old form of brol^en. 

135. jum britteitmat. Ancient German law made careful provi- 
sion for the summoning of accused persons. The Salic Law, for 
instance, stipulated that any one who had ** scorned to' come to court " 
should be sent for three times, just as Grimbart insists must be done 
in the case of Reineke. For the text of this law, see Henderson's 
Select Historical Documents of the Middle Ages, p. 187. 

141. Illtf d @)liel §tt f e^ett ; an expression borrowed from gambling. 

156. ^eud^t. 2)au(^ten (Deu^tcn) = bimfen. 

173 — 185. When Reineke says that the king feels lost without his 
counsel, he speaks the truth. At the end of Canto XII., Nobel makes 
him chancellor of the realm. Cf. the meaning of 0{tinffe (note on 
I., 14). 

184. See note on I., 33. 

186. ^ie refers to iitele. 

198. ^mel^tt. This name is perhaps related to ^crmelitt. The 
ermine is white in winter and reddish in summer. 

200. dleitt^art. The little fox was named for his father. (Cf. 
note on I., 14.) This passage gives an entertaining glimpse into 
Reineke's family-life. 

201. SRoffel = ber SRote. 

225. ©Ifttiar was for some unknown reason introduced into Gott- 
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sched's prose version of Reineke Fuchs instead of EUmar, which ap- 
pears in the old poems. Elemar was a priory dependent on St. 
Peter's in Ghent, and stood on the boundary- line between Flanders 
and Seeland. 

237* beti geiftUii^ett @tattb ergreifett, to take holy orders, 

245. SiiUd^er Sattbe. The Duchy of Julich was a strip of land 
extending north and south between Aachen (Aix-la-Chapelle) on the 
west and Coin (Cologne) on the east. 

288, @totf Itltb ©teitt. See note on I., 143. 

CANTO IV. 

28* bad refers to the clause preceding. 
37, 38. an Seibe fommett = angreifen. 

42. Itad^, according to, as in IV., 95. 

56. S^ett^tt, from the Latin balare, to bleat {**baa"). In some 
French dialects beliner means to make stupid^ like a sheep, 

59. S^olbemin means self-satisfied. It corresponds to the English 
name for the donkey, Baldwin. 

61. 9Ret!e, diminutive of S^led^tilbidr Matilda, 

$ermett, innocent, 

9Btefe( is singular. 

83. 3<^ ♦ ♦ ♦ flugeit. These words were put in by Goethe. 

88, 89. In the middle ages the judges attended to the executing 
of their sentences. There was no professional hangman. 

91. berlorett gebett, give up. 

100. It was customary among the Germans for the whole family 
connection to accompany an accused person to court, especially if he 
was the chief of the family. For instance : "On the day appointed 
for pleading his cause, Orgetorix brought to court from all quarters 
his entire family, numbering 10,000 persons." (Caesar, Gallic War, 
I., 4.) 

104. f . ♦ ♦ ttiaren, i-c, all of them, 

110. ttid^t §tt eittbel^ren, not to be spared, 

124. See note on I., 33. 

138. ei^ gelSttge, object of meittt. 

141. bim . . ♦ begleitet, added by Goethe. 

155. mettig. When tocnig immediately precedes the noun it quali- 
fies, it may or may not be declined. 
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161» Wer ♦ ♦ . 0el|ett* But if my fate is going to overtake me, 

173» %\M, is at stake. 

180* l^iettgeit, an old form of l^ingen. 

183* f . . . ^drem See note on IV., 104. 

197* In connection with Reineke*s speech it is worth while to read 
Mark Antony's speech to the Roman mob in Shakspere's Julius Casar, 
Act III., Scene 11. 

@)liritUd . . . ttttn ! Heaven help me now ! 

202* Iftftete* Certain verbs, like geliijleitf gelingen, and b^fen are 
regularly used impersonally. It should be borne in mind that com- 
monly, with such verbs, the impersonal subject ed is omitted, when 
(as in this passage) the ed would come elsewhere than in its natural 
position just before the verb. 

203, %tttiit^ The subject, 3^, may be supplied. 

213. %iSoi licft mir^S gcfatten, I agreed to it, 

229. lliltter bie aKaI|laei*r back from the mial. 

CANTO V. 

9* (Swnxiiid ((tEnnmrtd^). This treasure was the famous ^ort of 
the Norse Eddas and the Nibelungenliedy which brought calamity on 
all its possessors. According to one story, Ermenrich was an Os'tro- 
gothic king who kept the ^ort in a castle he had built at Ghent, and 
who killed himself when he heard the Huns were coming. He also 
figures as an emperor of Rome, driving the hero, Dietrich von Bern, 
into exile at Attila's court, but at length dying a miserable death. 
(See Epics and Romances of the Middle Ages, adapted from the work 
of W. Wagner by M. W. Macdowell. ) 

15, 16* It would be natural to think of Braun for king, as he was 
one of the largest animals in the German forests. See note on I., 6. 

19* mad is often used for ettoad. 

26* 9^1(1^ t mit @Ott ! i>e., not with the guidance of heaven. 

31* Sfettgtimi^ 6<tU)lt* Considering that the wolf was then a 
monk, it was lawful to take oaths upon his tonsured head. 

32. ^(ad^ett = Aix-la-Chapelle^ the capital of Charles the Great's 
empire. Eginhard says **he built his palace at Aix-la-Chapelle, and 
lived there constantly during his latter years until his death." (Egm- 
hard. Life of Charlemagne, Harper's School Classics, p. 57.) 
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40. ba ♦ ♦ . ge^Otfett, he thought it was settled. 

42* l^dttige, i*e.y the three wise men of the East who followed the 
Christinas star. Legends called them Melchior, Kaspar, and Baltha- 
sar, and related how their bodies were taken to Constantinople by 
the Empress Helena in 328, later removed to Milan, and at last 
brought in 1 164 to Cologne. 

43* urn Sie^ei^ unb Seibei^. See note on L, 256. 

49 ff. ^toi ermnerte utid^ bcr gfrofii^e* The fable of the frogs 

desiring a king is the first in the second book of -<Esop*s Fables as 
published by Caxton. 

107. ®j)lbtter, instead of @oIbat. It is interesting to note that 
both these words, as well as our soldier and the French soldat^ come 
from the low-Latin solidusj a piece of ** solid money." A soldier 
originally was a man who fought for pay. 

112, 113. The usual order would be : fucj^t er . . . genttu, fo ^attc et 
... gefimbcn. 

181. iiber mid^, auf mid^. 

207. $iifter(0 was a real place in East Flanders, either near Kiel- 
drecht, or between Beechem and Wildenborg. (Prien. ) 

208. ^efelborn, 55ncfcpit in Reinaert, **I think this should 
mean Grecian, because in the middle ages anything strange and 
monstrous was often called Greek." 5triC(^ and ^rief were other 
forms of the modern griech. (Grimm, Reinhart Fuchs^ p. clvii.) 

218, 219. lodge^ett. £od used in connection with a verb, with 
auf preceding, means up to. 

261. Jttr ^iittbe gereid^en. Those who associated with excom- 
municated persons were likewise excommunicated. 

273. fiber bag SReer refers to the Mediterranean. **To cross the 
sea," in the middle ages, meant to go on a pilgrimage. 
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each piece. To make room for as many poems as possible, 
the notes are confined to indicating the place of the selec- 
tions in the life and work of the respective poets, and explain- 
ing obscurities and real difficulties in the text. 



Willard Humphreys, Professor 
in Frinceton College :—1\Mt selec- 
tion of German poems by voa Klenze 
1 am much pleased with, and shall 
probably order some copies next 
autumn for my classes. 

H. H. Boyesen, Professor in 
Columbia College :—Ati admirable 
collection of German lyrics, well 
adapted for the use of collefire 
classes. The biographical and criti- 
cal notes are of the right kind, 
lucid, scholarly, and instructive; and 
the poems are selected with good 
judji^ment. 

George T. Files, Professor in 
Bowdom College :—\t seems to me 
we have long smce felt the need of 
some volume of selected poems, such 
as just issued— complete enough to 
offer a good variety, and yet com- 
pact and easy to handle. 

J. T. Hatfield, Professor in 
j/orikiuestern University^ III.: — 
A delightful book, worth its weight 
te gold. 



R. W. MooTCt Professor in Colgaet 
University .-—Just such a book as I 
have been wanting for a long time. 
Th<* selection of the poems is most 
satisfactory, the introduction gives 
the student a clear idea of the rela- 
tion the various lyric poets hold :o 
one another and to literature in 
general, and the notes give enough 
information about the particular 
poems 10 help the reader appreciate 
the circumstances under which they 
were written. I am especially pleased 
with the constant attention paid to 
the relation between the poems and 
the music to which they have beei^ 
set. 

Charles Bundy Wilson, Profes- 
sor in Un '.versitv of lotva :—A gem. 
The selec:ions are wisely made, and 
the notes are interesting and schol 
arly. 

Isabella Watson, Jnstrkcior in 
Carleion College, Minn.:— I like von 
Klenze's selection very much, and 
think it a beautiful little book. 
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*' The range of yision Is comprehensive, but the details are 
not obscured. The splendid panorama of German literature is 
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